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Forthcoming Book: 
Plant StorieS oF the chihuahuan DeSert 
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I know that you birders 
have your crosses to bear—
identifying immature gulls 
and female sparrows—but 
that’s why the universe created 
really good binoculars. We 
cacteros, on the other hand, 
also have our burdens, and 
good optics don’t help much. 
Cacti are so different in size 
and shape and appearance 
that you may ask, “How hard 
can identification be?” Well, 
a cactus may have five to ten 
common names, two or three 
binomials, and half a dozen 
varieties. Take for example 
Spiny Stars: with up to eight 
common names, they are 
also known as Coryphantha 
vivipara, Escobaria vivipara, and Mammilaria vivipara. This is what I faced two years ago when I started working 
in the Desert Arboretum at Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge. Lise Spargo, a Friends member and 
volunteer, had done an incredible amount of work removing unwanted and invasive vegetation so that finally the 
cacti could see and be seen. Now they needed to be properly identified.

I set to work, with the help of Daniel Perry (former refuge employee, and cactus grower and expert who contributed 
cacti to and oversaw the arboretum for many years), to inventory all the cactus species in the garden.  We reached 
eighty-nine species. With that list in hand, I went to guide books and the Internet to see what changes the lumpers 
and splitters (yes, they exist in the plant world as well) had made in the taxonomy. In the process of bringing names 
up to date and developing a brief natural history of each species, I discovered a collection of fascinating plant stories. 
These are about to appear as a book called Plant Stories of the Chihuahuan Desert, which will be in the Nature Store 
as soon as I wrap-up the finishing touches. The book will also feature plant illustrations by Lise Spargo.
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Observe the patches of grasslands and forest available to the many wildlife
 species that travel or live here year round.

 Observe the edges, diversity in height, shade and light, 
and openings in the restored native forest on the refuge.

One of the stories concerns the Golden Barrel Cactus (Echinocactus grusonii). The Golden Barrel is not a 
Chihuahuan native; we have it because the garden developer, Percy Deal, liked it. By all accounts, it shouldn’t even 
survive here because it’s native to central Mexico. Therein lies the tale. The Golden Barrel cactus was discovered in 
1889 in two small areas in the states of Queretaro and Guanajuato,Mexico. It became such an immediate sensation 
with collectors, botanical gardens, kings, and sheiks from Burbank to Brunei that botanists feared for its demise in 
the wild.  Another serious threat to its survival emerged in the 1990s when the Mexican Government decided to 
build a dam and resulting reservoir in one of the valleys where the cactus is native. 

The habitat was lost, but the Golden Barrel survives in the wild in Mexico in a more limited area. It also survives 
worldwide because of all those collectors and because it is such a tough, adaptable species. You can now find it 
for sale (nursery-grown) in most garden centers (including the Socorro Walmart) in the spring. Two of the most 
spectacular displays of Golden Barrel are found at the Boyce-Thompson Arboretum State Park near Phoenix and at 
the Huntington Desert Garden in San Marion, California.

This is just one of the many fascinating stories in the forthcoming book about the diverse and colorful cacti in the 
Desert Arboretum. This new book will be available in the Bosque Nature Store by March 2018.

  - Tom Hyden, Friends Member & Volunteer Gardener



meSSage From the BoarD PreSiDent

Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge is a 57,000-acre refuge in the middle of New Mexico.   It was created 
in 1939 to provide a winter refuge for waterfowl in an area that was previously an extensive wetland along the Rio 
Grande; however, because of water control projects in the early twentieth century, the river had become less active 
during the fall and winter seasons.   Nearly eighty years later, the US Fish and Wildlife Service has created and 
maintains an extensive wetland supporting multiple endangered species as well as hundreds of bird and mammal 
species that were once native to the Middle Rio Grande but are now found only in areas free from villages and 
agriculture on the river.   Surrounded by the Chihuahuan Desert, Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge is an 
oasis for birds, mammals, plants, and, for the purposes of this discussion, a natural and extensive garden of delights 
for pollinators.

One of the shortest and easiest trails on the refuge is a set of 
paths through the two-acre Desert Arboretum.   It is a short 
walk from the refuge visitor center and provides a small, quiet 
space to observe birds and pollinators living in their native 
habitat.  The arboretum is managed by volunteers of Friends 
of Bosque del Apache, a 501c3 organization that supports the 
refuge.   In the arboretum are over a hundred plant species 
native to the Northern Chihuahuan Desert. Each and every 
one of these plant species supports some native pollinators.   
The arboretum team, along with Fish and Wildlife Service 
personnel from the biology and visitor staffs, have identified 
at least three different bee species, several wasp species, and 

dozens of butterfly and moth species.  In 2017, to ensure plant health and seasonal blooms for the pollinators, the 
Friends invested in a water catchment and irrigation system that captures water formerly lost during the late summer 
rains and saves it for the spring irrigation of the wildflower, cactus, and yucca plants in the garden, thus providing 
consistent spring and late fall blooms in the arboretum.   

In partnership with Friends of the Bosque del Apache and through the generous support of major donors such as 
the Petschek family, in 2018-2019 the US Fish and Wildlife Service plans to begin enhancing the wildlife habitat 
on the refuge with an increased diversity of native plants that will support a wide range of pollinators.  Initial efforts 
will focus on increasing the diversity of plants in and around the refuge’s Desert Arboretum.  In subsequent years, 
building on success, educational efforts will include relevant curriculum for classrooms and more students and 
adult mentors from Socorro County.  The program will also introduce naturescaping to local communities, create 
corridors of native plants for pollinators, and help prepare the local ecosystem for the effects of climate change.  
This pollinator program is an expansion of a discovery project in 2017, when biology staff identified a number of 
areas on the refuge where native species of milkweed are thriving.   These areas and the plant species that inhabitat 
them are ideal for monarch butterflies.   The introduction of this long-term pollinator program in 2018 promises 
an even better year for pollinators on Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, and it is further proof of the 
commitment to and importance of maintaining a healthy and dynamic oasis in the New Mexico desert.   

We will write more about the Native Plant and Pollinator Program in the April edition of Bosque Watch.  For 
regular updates on our programs and a chance to support the programs through donations, please visit www.
friendsofthebosque.org.  

  - JR Seeger
               President, Friends of the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge

helPing PollinatorS in the miDDle rio granDe Valley
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a gloriouS celeBration:  30th annual FeStiVal oF the craneS

People flocked from all corners of the 
USA and even the world to enjoy the 
magic of Bosque del Apache National 
Wildlife Refuge and to attend Festival of 
the Cranes.  This year, they came from 
as far away as Washington, Alaska, New 
Hampshire, and Florida,  not to mention 
Italy, Czechoslovakia, and Canada.  One 
such attendee was Marco Urso from 
Milan, Italy, who visited the refuge for 
the first time specifically for Festival and 
said he was “enchanted” and just “loved 
how friendly everyone was here.”  Urso 
is an internationally renowned wildlife 
photojournalist whose images have been 
exhibited in museums around the world.  
Another well-traveled attendee was Nancy 
Szymanski from San Francisco, California, 
who has come to Bosque del Apache and 
Festival of the Cranes for the past ten years.  She said that coming here is “like a spa vacation.  Just being here is enough, even 
if I don’t take photographs.” Over 400 attendees purchased seats in 156 workshops, but many others came just to enjoy the 
tour loop or free events.  Every year, high-end programs, such as specialized photography workshops and specialized birding 
tours and intensives, strengthen the Friends’ ability to subsidize low-cost and free programs (such as Wildlife Zone, Star Party, 
and some birding workshops). 

Our Expo Tent enjoyed its 6th year—with 21 tent exhibitors in 32 booth spaces—and  continued to be a very popular draw.  
All in one place for four-and-a-half days, the tent is a fantastic resource for Festival attendees, who can learn from a 
plethora of camera and optics companies, eco tour companies, and non-profit conservation partners; they can even try out 
high-end equipment.  

The Friends Dinner on Thursday, November 16, and the Friends Social on Friday, November 17, 
were both well attended.  Kevin Cobble, refuge manager, was the keynote speaker for the dinner 
and highlighted refuge advances and the wonderful team who make them all possible.  Jeffrey 
Gordon, American Birding Association president, presented, “Birding Together:  How Birding Can 
Save Your Life, and Maybe, Just Maybe Save the World.”  His talk celebrated the power of birding 
to heal and transform, not only our lives, but even our world.  

Free entertainment for the whole family was also very popular.  On Saturday and Sunday, a family-
friendly and cost-free Wildlife Zone had something for everyone – hawks, owls, archaeology, prairie 
dogs, reptiles, archery, atl atl spear throwing, bird banding, young birders’ walk, and more.   For the 
second year, we had an onsite two-hour show with our local radio station, KYRN-102.1 FM, on 
Friday, November 17.  For the first time ever, we had live music in the Expo Tent on Saturday: Los 
Murillos, The Cowboy Way, and Roon performed.  

To add to the magic at this year’s Festival, nature treated visitors to a bit of late autumn color.  
Because refuge personnel rotate the wetlands that they flood each year, visitors got new perspectives 
and new photo opportunities.  With very successful corn and native plant crops, the refuge 
attracted sandhill cranes and other migratory birds not only at Festival, but throughout the season.  
We in the Middle Rio Grande Valley are very lucky to have our incredible refuge, where we can get 
close to wildlife, take good photographs, watch birds and other wildlife, or just relax.
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2017 martha hatch awarD

At the Friends’ Dinner on November 16, 2017, during the Festival of the Cranes, the Friends happily 
announced the recipient of the 2017 Martha Hatch Award: Paul White.  This award is given annually 
to the person(s) who exemplifies the characteristics of the ideal volunteer, who has made outstanding 
contributions to the Friends and the refuge.  The award is named in honor of Martha Hatch, who was 
the Friends first newsletter editor and gave six years of dedicated service.  

Paul White has a long history of service to Bosque del 
Apache and the Friends, and he was recognized for his service at the Friends 
Dinner. Paul served as Friends’ Board President twice, for two terms each 
round, and his leadership significantly helped the Friends move forward. 
Over the years, Paul has often contributed articles and photos to our quarterly 
newsletter (Bosque Watch), photographed many of our events, forged important 
relationships, contributed financially, and been a Friend to us and to the refuge 
in every sense of the word.  The Friends are grateful and indebted to Paul for 
sharing his expertise, time, and enthusiasm with us over so many years.  

craneS, canDleS, cookieS, anD holiDay cheer on the reFuge

The Friends and refuge staff collaborated to host our second 
community holiday event at Bosque del Apache on Friday, 
December 8, from 4:30-7:30 p.m.  Many of our 300 guests (100 
more than last year) arrived on the refuge in the late afternoon 
to enjoy the spectacle of thousands of cranes, geese, and ducks 
returning to their roosts for the night.  Then, guests gathered at 
the Visitor Center to begin their festive evening, winding along 
the luminaria-lined paths between the Visitor Center and Friends 
House to visit Blue Goose Santa, see illuminated cactus and 
trees, tour the historic Friends House, and enjoy traditional New 
Mexico holiday fare, including tamales, posole, beans, and red 
chile.  On our plaza, many people stopped to have a fireside chat 
with refuge manager, Kevin Cobble, and to toast marshmallows.  
Guests then strolled back to the Visitor Center to enjoy cocoa 
and cookies, decorate our tree with Wildlife Wishes (construction 
paper decorations where they could write their wishes), enjoy 
hands-on crafts, and join in our Christmas carol sing-along. 
Many revelers also shopped in our Nature Store, where every 
purchase benefits refuge projects and where many items were 
offered at holiday discount prices. Purchased gifts were wrapped 
by our elves at no cost. By all measures, our holiday event was a 
success—community members, guests, and staff had great fun; 
store sales for the day were brisk (roughly $3,600), higher than 
during the event the previous year; and we signed up a few new 
Friends members.  The event is popular, builds good will with 
the local community, and attracts folks who may not otherwise 

often visit the refuge, but say that they will soon return.  Many thanks to all who joined us and volunteered their efforts 
toward another successful and fun event.  Pictures of this event are on our website at http://friendsofthebosque.org/2017-open-
holiday-house.aspx



enjoy a triP to oz anD helP FrienDS too 
Want to travel to the land down under—the Land of Oz? Be able to say G’day mate and mean it? Learn about the most ancient 
human culture, the Aborigines? Wonder at the mobs of boomers and joeys? See jumbucks, underground mutton, and maybe 
a brumby or two? Travel to The Never, Never and visit The Rock?  Then, join the Friends trip to Australia: September 9-19, 
2018.

The trip includes three days in Sydney, birding and taking in a little culture.  We’ll see the Sydney Opera House and have 
dinner on a Sydney Harbor Cruise. We’ll learn about the Dreamtime from an Aboriginal guide, and we’ll see colorful and 
fabulous native birds, including Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, King Parrots, Crimson Rosellas, Rainbow Lorikeets, and Pied 
Currawongs.

We’ll travel to Cairns in tropical north Queensland and experience the Great Barrier Reef. We’ll snorkel the reef, visit the 
nesting grounds of Sooty Terns as well as Brown Moodies, Bridled, Black-nape, Crested, and Lesser Crested Terns.  With 
another indigenous guide, we’ll trek into the rainforest and see dramatic cave paintings.  We’ll also take a cruise and look for 
estuarine crocodiles, tree snakes, and many different bird species. Making our way to The Rock, Uluru, or, as the nonnative say, 
Ayers Rock, we’ll see more unique wildlife and learn more about the Aboriginal people, including their creation stories and life 
in “the never, never” or outback.

The trip is truly going to be one not to miss.  Further, while you are having fun, you will also be helping Friends – for every 
ticket sold, a donation will be  made to Friends of Bosque del Apache.  For more information , visit 
http://www.holbrooktravel.com/where-we-travel/asia-and-pacific/australia/australia-friends-bosque
  - Jon Morrison, Friends Board Member

BoBcat thrill meanS renewal
I have three passions in life: conservation, wildlife, and wildlife 
photography.  Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge fuels 
all these passions.  Even though I live hundreds of miles away in 
Texas, visiting Bosque is like going back to my second home.  

Again I have returned from five exciting days at the Bosque, and, 
yes, I almost froze my fingers and toes off standing in twenty-
degree weather to snap even more photos of those wonderful 
sandhill cranes.  Someone once asked me if I ever get tired of 
taking more pictures of the same bird, and I said “no.”  You 
see, being at Bosque is more than just photography: it’s an 
opportunity to reconnect with the natural world.

The refuge has provided me with many unforgettable moments, 
and this visit proved no exception.  While driving west late 

one afternoon on Bosque Road, off to my left I spied what appeared to be the face of a bobcat through the knee-high grass.  
My heart immediately began to beat a little faster.  I thought to myself, “Wow! What an opportunity it would be to see and 
maybe even photograph one of nature’s most elusive creatures.”  I pulled over and stopped the engine. I positioned my gear 
and waited.  I waited and waited and waited.  Nothing.  A couple of cars drove by slowly and probably wondered why I 
had my lens pointed at a patch of grass.   I knew that if that cat was going to move out of the grass, I could see it because 
of all the shallow pools of water surrounding the area. After about thirty minutes of nothing, I began to think maybe I was 
hallucinating--maybe it was just a clump of matted dead grass shifting in the breeze.   Fifteen more minutes passed, and finally, 
finally, this big marvelous, beautiful bobcat appeared off to my left.  I guess I snapped off twenty-five pictures in just a matter 
of seconds.  As quickly as it appeared, it disappeared into some much taller brush.  I never saw it again.  I didn’t know if any 
of my images would be any good or not, but at that moment I didn’t care.  I had an experience I’d never forget.  I just sat there 
with the biggest grin on my face.  One thing wildlife photographers must have is patience, and this time it paid off.

It turns out that Bosque del Apache is not only a refuge for wildlife, but also for me.

  - Danny Hancock, Friends Member and Photographer
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March 2-4: Nature Store End-of-Season Sale

April 14: Desert Arboretum Stroll

September 15: Friends Annual Meeting

November 14-17: 31st Annual Festival of the Cranes

December 7: 3rd Annual Holiday Open House

For more info visit
www.friendsof thebosque.org

Save the DateS

OFFICERS
 

President:  JR Seeger
JRSeeger@yahoo.com

Vice President: Jim Lommen
jlommen@att.net

Secretary: Lesley Urquhart
lesleyurquhart@msn.com 

Treasurer: Mary Ruff
nykruff1@gmail.com

President Emeritus: 
Paul White
mlpcwhite@gmail.com

Executive Director
Deborah Caldwell
575-838-2120 (w)
575-202-5970 (c)
friends@sdc.org

Development Director
Michael Hanauer 
575-835-2448 (w)
575-517-0473 (c)
michael.hanauer@gmail.com

Membership Care 
Manager
Trisha Sanchez
575-838-2120 (w)
friendsofBdAmembership@
gmail.com

board oF directors

Nature Store Manager
Julie-Anna Blomquist
575-835-1828 x234 (w)
bdanatstore@gmail.com 

Assistant Manager
Danielle Gallegos
575-835-1828 x234 (w)
bdanatstore@gmail.com

Financial Administrator
Norene Boykin
575-838-2120 (w)
norene.boykin@gmail.com

Friends staFF
Jill Buckley
jillb87801@gmail.com 

Pat Funes
patfunes@comcast.net

Lane Leckman
alleckman@earthlink.net

Jack Lockridge
jackdl924@gmail.com

Jonathan Manley
jonathan_manley@yahoo.com

Jon Morrison
jonmorr@sdc.org

David Policansky
davidpolicansky@gmail.com

Ben Wilson
benwilson@wf.net

DIRECTORS
AT-LARGE
Elveta Bishop
elveta.bishop@gmail.com
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FRIENDS OF THE BOSQUE DEL APACHE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

  Name  

  
Family Members

 
(for Family Membership) OR Business Name (for Business Sponsors)

          
  
Street      City   State    Zip

 
  Phone      Email
p I also want to donate ___ $25    ___ $50    ___$100   ___Other

 Credit Card Number _____________________________
 Exp. Date ________________ Sec. Code ____________        
 
 Signature _____________________________________ 

p Please contact me about planned giving. 

NON PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
ALBUQUERQUE. NM

PERMIT NO. 1453

PO Box 340
San Antonio, NM 87832

    YOUR STORY MATTERS!
For more information on sharing your story 
about Bosque del Apache with decision 
makers, please contact the Friends at 
friends@sdc.org.

Join or donate online at FriendsoftheBosque.org 
or send  your contribution to: 

Friends of the Bosque
PO Box 340

San Antonio, NM 87832

US Fish & Wildlife Regional Director
500 Gold Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102  
505/346-2545

Follow us on 
Facebook & instagram!

Hon. Ryan Zinke
Secretary of the Interior 
18th & C Streets NW, Rm. 6151
Washington D.C. 20240    
202/208-7351

Hon. Martin Heinrich 
US Senate, Washington D.C. 20510
202/224-5521 
website: heinrich.senate.gov  
Hon. Tom Udall
US Senate, Washington D.C. 20510  
202/224-6621  
website: tomudall.senate.gov

Hon. Michelle Lujan Grisham  
House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515   202/225-6316  
website: lujangrisham.house.gov
Hon. Ben Ray Lujan, Jr. 
House of Representatives 
Washington D.C. 20515    
202/225-6190  
website: lujan.house.gov
Hon. Steve Pearce  
House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515   202/225-2365  
website: pearce.house.gov

NEW MEXICO REPRESENTATIVES

NEW MEXICO SENATORS

The White House, Washington D.C.
202/456-1111  President@WhiteHouse.gov

PRESIDENT DONALD J. TRUMP

e-mail: friends@sdc.org
www. friendsofthebosque.org

www.facebook.com/friendsofthebosque

2018 Membership Levels:   
 Snow Goose (Individual) $25  
 Northern Harrier (Family) $50  
    Sandhill Crane $120   
 Peregrine Falcon $250
 Golden Eagle $1000
 Business Sponsor $350        
 Corporate Sponsor $500

@friendsofbosquedelapache


