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Ah, Spring—the cranes and geese are long gone; time to start 
looking for the first spring migrants. This is the time of year 
when we greet old friends, some of whom are here to stay 
for the summer. Others, we see only briefly, as they pause on 
their annual journey to nesting grounds in the far north. 

Bosque del Apache is well known as a wintering location for 
thousands of ducks, geese, cranes, and raptors. It is not so 
well known as a migration corridor for birds that spend the 
winter to the south, some as far away as Brazil. Swallows are 
returning in good numbers along with the white egrets and 
various teals. Resident volunteers vie to be the first to find the 
long-legged ruddy American avocet.

For birders in the know, the refuge is a prime spot for  
shorebird migration. Shorebirds will seek out anywhere water  
is receding and creating mud flats and damp shorelines. My 
personal favorites are the dapper black-necked stilts and the 
cinnamon colored American avocets with their long turned 
up bill. There is always the chance of spotting a rarity, such 
as ruddy turnstone or red-necked phalaropes that both 

appeared in 2019 north of the Flight Deck where conditions 
were perfect. The first black scoter on record for the refuge 
was seen by a few lucky birders in the right place at the right 
time. It’s this kind of sighting that makes the Bosque del 
Apache an exciting place during the spring migration.

Our resident 
black and Say’s 
phoebes are 
joined by the 
brilliant vermilion 
flycatcher. As 
many as six pairs 
of vermilion 
flycatchers were 
spotted last year 
on the tour loops, 
with the most 
reliable being a 
pair that nested 
on the seasonal road and fledged three young. It was fun to 
watch vehicles cruising by and suddenly hitting the brakes 
when the male was spotted flycatching out over the road—a  
definite “aha” moment in birdwatching. Less stunning but 
more visible are the yellow-fronted western kingbird and its 
desert counterpart the pale ash-throated flycatcher.

And then there are the neotropical warblers, grosbeaks, and 
orioles—the  favorites of many birders because of their bright 
colors. Common yellowthroat, Lucy’s, and yellow warbler are 
nesting species; the rest are merely passing through to other 
habitats, including the nearby Magdalena Mountains. Last 
spring, I would arise at dawn and check the trees around the 
Flight Deck. On some mornings, I would be rewarded with 
flocks of warblers of every color—Townsend’s, Lucy’s,  
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Wilson’s, Virginia’s, orange-crowned, Grace’s, and black-
throated gray. Other mornings, I would catch a glimpse of 
the yellow, black, and white of the yellow-breasted chat, a 
bird I heard often but rarely saw. There were at least three 
different males in the willows along the canal. These along 
with the black-headed and blue grosbeak, western and 
summer tanager, and the orange Bullock’s oriole are the 
epitome of spring migration to many birders.

Blue Grosbeak.  Photo by Bob Hailey. 

Keep an eye out for other spring favorites. White-faced 
ibis pass through in large numbers, with their red legs and 
faces. This is a good time to search through these flocks 
looking for the blue legs and face of a glossy ibis, their 
eastern cousin. In the evenings, look for the first lesser 
nighthawks hawking insects. It’s also time to dust off and fill 
the hummingbird feeders as the first black-chinned should 
be arriving. Check out the soaring buteos for arriving 
Swainson’s hawks from the Argentine pampas along with 
turkey vultures from Mexico, a sure sign of spring in New 
Mexico.

There should be a family of birds to please almost everyone. 
Bosque del Apache can be a magical place during spring 
migration with species arriving and departing daily. So get 
out and enjoy the day--you can’t take it with you.

- Cathie Sandell, USFWS Volunteer

guided Migratory Bird watching on May 16
Thanks to friends of Jerry Oldenettel, who gave a generous 
donation in his memory, Friends of Bosque del Apache 
will host a half-day of guided bird watching for novices 
and youth on Saturday, May 16.  Jerry was passionate about 
connecting people to birds and educating them about 
birds’ importance to our planet.  Friends will hire three to 
four guides (for example, we’ve already lined up Raymond 
VanBuskirk and Wezil Walraven) and can offer this 
experience for the first forty people who RSVP.  We’ll start 
our day by meeting in the Lannan Room at the Bosque del 
Apache Visitor Center at 8:00 a.m. for brief instruction by 
our expert guides. Then, the guides will take bird watchers 
around the grounds near the visitor center, plaza, Desert 
Arboretum, and Friends house to hear and see our beautiful 
spring migrants.  We expect the event to run until noon.   
Some of the birds that you might expect to see and hear are 
Bullock’s orioles, lazuli and indigo buntings, black-chinned 
hummingbirds, verdins, and crissal and curve-billed 
thrashers. 

Jerry Oldenettel was an exceptionally generous and kind 
individual, giving his time and resources to Friends of 
Bosque del Apache, New Mexico Ornithological Society, 
 

Bullock’s oriole.  Photo by Paul White.                                                     

Black-Chinned Hummingbird. Photo by Tom Thomson.
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Great Egret coming in for the night roost.  The colors in the sky grow redder and more saturated well after sunset.  
Hang out an extra twenty minutes and you will be rewarded (real colors!).

and the Socorro Rotary Club, to name a few.  Jerry was 
the outstanding figure in New Mexico field ornithology 
during the past quarter century. He died in a car accident 
on April 11, 2019, at age 76.  Especially because of its small 
population, New Mexico had been an under-birded state 
for most of its history.  In the early 1990s, Jerry was part 
of a small community of birders and ornithologists who 
were beginning to seek out and document rare birds.  From 
these beginnings, Jerry soon took birding in the state to a 
new level, spending two full days in the field virtually every 
weekend, exploring new areas, discovering new birding 
locations, and working the “hot spots” as no one had done 
before.  As of 2018, New Mexico was reported to be the fifth 
most visited state for birding! 

Because Jerry had a passion for helping and mentoring 
others, we felt that the most appropriate use of donations in 
his memory would be to host an event geared to novice and 
younger birders, but everyone is welcome.  For an optimum 
experience, we need to limit attendance to approximately 
forty people, so please RSVP us at 575-838-2120 if you or 
your children would like to attend.  When you call, let us 
know if you are interested in continuing your day at Bosque 
del Apache with these guides for a fee. If enough more 
advanced birders are interested, we’ll reach out to the guides 

Jerry Oldenettel 1942-2019

to see what is possible from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. that same day 
for birding on the refuge. 

pLantS and pLanS For the deSert arBoretuM

Let me begin by introducing one of the superstars of the 
Desert Arboretum, the Christmas cholla. This beauty is 
found near the south entrance to the arboretum. Christmas 
cholla (Cylindropuntia leptocaulis), one of twenty cholla 
species found in North America, grows in Arizona, New 
Mexico, Texas, and northern Mexico. It 
likes to grow in grassland, scrubland, and 
canyons up to about 5,000 feet, favoring 
the heavier soil found in desert flats. 
It often grows under creosote bushes 
and along fence lines where birds have 
perched and dropped seeds. Christmas 
cholla is forage for deer, quail, and 
packrats;  both quail and packrats eat it 
and pile it on their nests.

The word cholla comes from the Mexican 
Spanish word for head or skull. Mexican 
Spanish likely means the word comes 
from the Aztec language, Nahuatl. The 
binomial, Cylindropuntia leptocaulis, 
is composed of some Greek and mostly 
Latin and is the result of the naming 
system devised by Linneaus in the 18th 
century. “Cylindro” means cylindrical 

or like a cylinder. “Opuntia” comes from a town in Greece 
named Opus and is the genus for prickly pear cactus. 
“Leptocaulis” means slender stems. Putting all these 
together gives us a “slender-stemmed cylindrical prickly 
pear.” 



Now that you’ve met the Christmas cholla, let me tell you 
about the recent projects undertaken at the arboretum.

Finished Projects 
Water collection and arboretum tours kept us busy. 
Danielle and I installed the last rainwater tank and gutter 
on the parking structure west of the Friends House. We 
now have five tanks with a capacity of 3,800 gallons. I  
conducted  six arboretum tours at this year’s 2019 Festival 
of the Cranes. Four of the tours were the standard mixture 
of plants stories, history, and taxonomy. Two of the tours 
were about the food and medicinal plants of the desert. 
Tourists enjoyed samples  of acorns, pine nuts, prickly pear 
tuna juice, nopalitos, and more.

Future Projects
We always look forward to improving the desert 
arboretum. One plan for the spring is to continue to plant 
wildflowers in the arboretum. We have two goals: first 
to provide nectar sources for butterflies, bees, wasps, 
flies, and hummingbirds;  second, to add interest to the 
arboretum in the summer after all the cactus have finished 
flowering and the migration is over. This summer, we will 
add milkweed to the planting mix. Plant records show that 
seven milkweed species have been found on the refuge. 
Three of those are rare, have rather inconspicuous flowers, 
and are not a significant food source for butterflies. Our 
goal is to attract and feed monarch butterflies on their 
northern migration in the spring and summer. 

We also plan to plant additional shrubs and trees to create 
shade and add to the diversity of the arboretum. Shade 
is important because the future likely will be hotter and 
climate less predictable. Cacti can tolerate heat and low 
humidity, but they do have limits. Desert willows are a 
native tree that provide light shade and a brief respite from 
the intense sunlight. A diverse environment is a healthy 

environment that also leads to a richer visitor experience. 
Very few visitors to  Bosque del Apache venture out into 
the desert. The Desert Arboretum becomes their desert 
experience, and we want them to see the incredible 
variety of shapes, sizes, textures, and colors present in the 
Chihuahuan Desert.

Upcoming Arboretum Stroll on April 18
Join us at the Desert Arboretum Stroll anytime from 
10:00 a,m, to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 18, to enjoy the 
blooming cacti and to learn about rainwater harvesting, 
responsible water usage, and how native plants sustain 
pollinators. Light refreshments will be served in the 
Friends House, immediately adjacent to the Desert 
Arboretum.  Mike Halverson, manager of Santa Ana Native 
Plant Nursery in Bernalillo, will lead at least two tours 
(likely at 10:30 and 12 noon) to help visitors understand 
the plants they are seeing, pollinators that the plants 
support, and how visitors can plant in their own yards. 

White Sands Claret Cup. Photo by Wayne Washam.

- Tom Hyden, USFWS & Friends Volunteer and Master Gardener

FriendS annuaL Meeting 
The board and staff of Friends of Bosque del Apache 
welcomed over ninety people to the Friends Annual 
Meeting on Saturday, February 8, in the Lannan Room 
of Bosque del Apache’s Visitor Center.  In the past, we’ve 
held our annual meeting in autumn; but because our fiscal 
year (FY) runs from April 1 of one year through March 
31 of the next, we moved our meeting so that we could 
more easily report final results of our FY 2019 projects 
and finances, as well as share news of our current year to 
date. The meeting began with a buffet lunch; included a 
welcome from the board president, the business meeting 

and elections, the introduction of the new refuge manager, 
and a keynote speaker; the meeting ended with birthday 
cake and a celebration of Bosque del Apache’s eightieth 
birthday.

Business Meeting
The day started with a taco bar buffet lunch catered 
by the San Antonio Crane and accompanied by live 
music from Jen Exten. Friends Board President Jack 
Lockridge welcomed our guests and opened the meeting. 
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Attendees were excited to meet our new refuge manager, 
Deb Williams, and to hear about her professional history, 
Bosque del Apache’s 2019 progress, and future refuge plans. 
Deb Williams began  as the new Refuge Manager in 
January, 2020.  

She delighted the audience with a review of her previous 
US Fish and Wildlife positions and locations, from Florida 
to Alaska to California to South Dakota to New Mexico. 
She noted that Bosque del Apache (BdA) is considered one 
of four flagship locations in the national refuge system, 
and that it is one of the most visited refuges in the country, 
a trend that is expected to increase. Deb then shared the 
refuge’s progress during 2019: the refuge continued salt 
cedar elimination activities; produced record amounts of 
seeds (3 million pounds) and grain (1.2 million pounds); 
installed a new well that serves over 1,000 acres;  upgraded 
refuge trails, roads, and signage; and confirmed the 
405th bird species sighted at BdA.  Lastly, Deb previewed 
the actions and plans for 2020, including a new wildlife 
biologist, new parking, new bathrooms, the rehabilitation 
of nine wells, and a fifty-year plan for facilities and 
infrastructure.

 Friends Board President Jack Lockridge kicks off the meeting.

New Refuge Manager Deb Williams shares refuge progress and plans.

Following Deb Williams, Friends treasurer Mary Ruff 
reported on our financial picture; Friends executive 
director Deb Caldwell, membership manager Trisha 
Sanchez, and Festival manager Julie-Anna Blomquist 
reported on 2019-2020 projects and programs and future 
plans; and then board president Jack Lockridge conducted 
the Friends board elections.  

Friends Executive 
Director Deb 
Caldwell, reports 
progress.

Keynote Speaker: Geoffrey Haskett
After the business portion of the meeting was complete, 
Geoffrey Haskett, National Wildlife Refuge Association 
President (Washington, DC), spoke about his experiences 
as a refuge manager and then a professional advocate 
for America’s refuges. He led a lively discussion about 
the importance of advocacy and how each voice makes 
a difference in protecting wild places and wildlife. 
Videotape of his keynote can be found at http://www.
friendsofbosquedelapache.org/friends-annual-meeting.aspx
 

NWRA President Geoffrey Haskett delivers the keynote.

Happy 80th Birthday BdA
Following the meeting,  everyone enjoyed cake in honor of 
Bosque del Apache’s 80th birthday. 

 80th birthday cake for Bosque del Apache.

.
Board Elections  
Congratulations to new and returning board members!  
Jim Lommen was re-elected as vice president.  Jon 
d’Alessio, Linda Barker, Cathy Eells, and Forest Graber 
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wetLandS – MagicaL and criticaL to our pLanet

were newly elected to three-year terms as a directors at 
large. Thanks to Elveta Bishop and Ben Wilson,who rotated 
off the board. We now have a full complement of thirteen 
board members, nine at large and four officers. Our board 
largely consists of members living in New Mexico, but 
also includes three members from other places – Jonathan 
Manley from the UK, Jon d’Alessio from California, and 
Cathy Eells from Idaho.  The board members have a 
diversity of experiences and professional backgrounds. 
Biographies for all board members are on our website at 

https://friendsofbosquedelapache.org/board-of-directors.
aspx . We are always looking for good candidates, and 
our next board election will be at the annual meeting in 
February 2021 (when three people will roll off the board), 
so let us know if you are interested. 

Go to our website to enjoy slides and reports from 
the annual meeting and a videotape of the keynote 
presentation at:  http://www.friendsofbosquedelapache.org/
friends-annual-meeting.aspx  

I’ve been fortunate enough to visit wetlands in six of 
the seven continents—the only one left is Antarctica! 
Whether it’s the Camargue (the Rhône Delta in France), 
the Okavango Delta (Botswana), the Kerala Backwaters 
(India), the Weribee water treatment plant (outside 
Melbourne), or our own refuge, these wetlands all have a 
special magic and special place in my heart. I’m sure all our 
readers would agree that wetlands are truly magical places.

Not only are wetlands magical, but they also play a critical 
and practical role for the environment. So, wetlands not 
only appeal to our emotions but also have practical benefits 
backed up by science. For example, they are:

 • Refuges for flora and fauna.
 • A source of well-being for mankind: “healthy  
    wetlands = healthy people” (World Health 
    Organization). Increasingly, doctors are 
    prescribing “blue prescriptions” for 
    people with anxiety and other mental disorders.
    A healthy individual re-entering society is worth
    $10k (Social Value Bank).
 • A source of economic value and survival for local
    communities.
 • Key to the health of our planet: wetlands are 
    three times more efficient at sequestering carbon 
    than forests. They are the arteries and veins of
    nature.

Snow Geese on Bosque del Apache Wetlands. Photo by Danny Hancock.
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But not only are wetlands magical and critical, they are 
also fragile:
 • “Environmental degradation is more prominent 
      with wetlands systems than any other ecosystem 
      on earth.” (UN)
 • Thirty-five percent of the world’s wetlands were 
     lost between 1970 and 2015.
 • Wetlands are disappearing at three times the rate 
    of forests.

The sad fact is that we have done this to ourselves. No 
matter what you believe about the causality of climate 
change, we can all agree that the water supply is, at best, 
becoming less predictable and more inconsistent. This is a 
risk we share with many other wetland locations: without 
water, there is no refuge, no Bosque del Apache.

The good news is that we are not alone: there are many 
like-minded organizations at the local, national, and global 
levels; some are already our partners. It’s part of my role to 
connect with them outside the USA. I am convinced that 
our collective voice will always be louder than the lone 
voice of our Friends organization, no matter how eloquent 
and legitimate we are. And it’s amazing what collective 
action can achieve. Who would have thought it possible 
that, together,  the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds, The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, and Birdlife 
International could convince the Chinese government to 
halt the industrial development on their Pacific coast so 
as to protect a crucial migratory site for the spoon-billed 
sandpiper? This kind of collaboration must be an integral 
part of our future strategy.

Our refuge has a special and unique magic: we are a 
wetland in the desert, and as a result we are an oasis and, 
literally, a refuge. This is reflected by our 405 species of 
birds: the highest species count in the continental USA. 
Every year we celebrate our iconic winter visitors, the 
sandhill cranes and snow geese; but we tend to neglect 
other species, such as, our residents, the quirky roadrunner 
and the crazy quail, and our summer visitors, the beautiful 
orioles and the enchanting hummingbirds. And at the same 
time, we are part of a bigger ecosystem that we depend on, 
namely, the Middle Rio Grande Valley.

Our vision for the future is a refuge that:
 • Is self-sufficient for water.
 • Can provide food and safe harbor for our 
    resident and visiting fauna.
 • Is free of salt cedar and the other invasive species
    of flora.
 • Has viewing galleries and bridges that can 
    accommodate all our human visitors – whatever 
    their age or mobility.

This is what the Friends organization is here to create 
and sustain. We need your help to ensure our refuge can 
continue to play its special role in perpetuity.

- Jonathan Manley, Friends of Bosque del Apache Board Member 
& UK Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust Member
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BoSque deL apache adventureS For a FirSt-tiMe voLunteer

One year ago, I retired after a thirty-five-year career as 
a heavy equipment operator in the mines of Wyoming. 
I sold nearly everything I owned and readied for a new 
adventure as a volunteer at the Bosque del Apache National 
Wildlife Refuge (BdA). I bought a new pickup and an old 
Airstream, and I named them “home.” After renovations 
to the Airstream, I left Wyoming with tears in my eyes 
for what I was leaving behind, but a thrill in my heart for 
what may lie ahead. But this was not without some doubts. 
I had no real idea what to expect. Will I fit in?  Will I feel 
too isolated?  Will I adjust to my entirely new and tiny 
environment?  Or will I be just too homesick for my family 
and friends?

Stacey Moeller, first-time USFWS volunteer with her airstream. 

Upon arriving at BdA, I pulled into the refuge visitor center 
and was greeted by what seemed to be a very curious 
roadrunner.  My heart immediately lightened. The staff and 
my fellow volunteers soon put the remainder of my fears to 
rest. Rangers Chris and Amanda made me feel genuinely 
welcome, as did the entire staff, including members of the 
Friends of Bosque del Apache. As I met and worked with 
my fellow volunteers, I was amazed by this beautifully 
diverse group! Volunteers from around the country come 
here to give of their time and energies—from retired 
military, to a forensic psychologist, to this old miner. All 
were kind and patient as they taught me how to identify 
the multitudes of birds, most of which I had never seen 
in Wyoming. I was overwhelmed by the sheer amount of 
information and wondered if I would ever learn enough! 
Having had the same skillset and career for so many years, 
one I had performed confidently, I was challenged and 
excited at the opportunity to learn something completely 
new that was so far out of my wheelhouse. I soaked up 
every bit of information and knowledge I could, spending 
hours on the driving loop with my “rookie” binoculars 
trying to spot and identify as many birds as I possibly 
could. My favorites were the raptors: Cooper’s hawks, 

northern harriers, red-tailed hawks, to name just a few, 
and my favorite, the American kestrel. Someone forgot to 
tell these fierce hunters how very small they are. I watched 
one day as one of our tiny kestrel warriors chased a much 
larger northern harrier out of his hunting territory. I also 
marveled at a great blue heron catching and swallowing a 
large fish that I could not have thought possible with his 
long, slender neck. The great blues are solitary, and I have 
always felt bad that they seem quite friendless.

American Kestrel.  Photo by Rob Palmer.

Near the middle of November, the long anticipated 
migratory birds began to arrive! Skies and fields began 
to fill with snow geese and greater sandhill cranes, and 
with them came the eagles. I had never in my life seen or 
heard anything like it, and I would spend my evenings 
outside listening to the calls of these magnificent birds. I 
shall never forget my first sight of a thousand snow geese 
lifting together as the sun came up. It begins with just a 
rustle; then thousands of wings go into motion at once, 
and suddenly these graceful creatures rise, as if they were 
late for something very important. It pulls a gasp of awe 
right from your chest! I watched clouds of red-winged 
blackbirds murmuring, like massive swarms of bees in a 
perfectly choreographed ballet across the sky. From our 
smallest visitors, the hummingbirds, to the tall and lanky 
cranes, I have been treated to seeing nature at its very best!

These last five months have shown me that home is where 
you make it; strangers can become friends; and friends can 
become family. I am deeply blessed, wildly grateful, and 
have been completely content in this magical place.

I will miss sitting outside of my Airstream looking out on 
the refuge, seeing mountains rise on every side of me—
standing like sentinels, keeping an ever-present watch 
over something priceless, beautiful and unforgettable . 
. . because this place is all of those. Bosque del Apache: 
priceless, beautiful, and unforgettable.

- Stacey Moeller, USFWS Volunteer 
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FareweLL to John and Betty oLSon,
 uSFwS voLunteerS extraordinaire

John and Betty Olson have volunteered at state and 
national public lands for over twenty years.  They began 
volunteering while still holding down paying jobs, and 
then they retired and hit the road to become fulltime 
volunteers nine years ago, volunteering across many states 
and returning to Bosque del Apache each year for the past 
seven years.  John and Betty have recently announced that 
they will be relocating (likely to Kansas) and volunteering 
close to home. While we are very happy for them, we 
will miss them, their expertise and knowledge, and their 
wicked senses of humor. 

John Olson & Betty Olson, 

USFWS Volunteers. 

John and Betty are 
well known for the 
excellent job they do 
in leading van tours 
on the refuge during 
our busy season.  They 
know the refuge very well, are excellent birders, and are 
also very entertaining, jokingly referring to themselves 
at times as “the Bickersons.” Further, John is an excellent 
photographer, often sharing his photographs, along with 
bird identification, on Facebook (and allowing us to share).  
Talented photographer and Friends business member 
Wayne Richard Pope recently wrote to me and said, “John 
and Betty are an inspiration to nature enthusiasts and 
wildlife photographers. I always looked forward to a trip 
led by John and Betty because I knew it would be fun and 
would hold possibilities for photo opportunities. As a tour 
leader, John thought like a nature photographer and tried 
to put the van is such a position as to have good light and 
composition on the subject, whether it was a landscape of 
the Chupadera Mountains or a bald eagle on a snag. I will 
miss John and Betty very much.”  

John Olson  stopping to photograph during a tour 

Northern Harrier.  Photo by John Olson. 

John and Betty truly were extraordinary volunteers and 
ambassadors for Bosque del Apache. We wish them good 
health and new adventures closer to home, and we hope 
they’ll still come and visit us here at Bosque del Apache.

- Deb Caldwell, Friends of Bosque del Apache Executive    
  Director
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the art oF BoSque deL apache

Recently, Santa Fe artist Tobi Clement reached out to 
Friends of Bosque del Apache and generously offered to 
do a fundraising art show to benefit the refuge, with the 
opening likely to be held on October 30 at the Canyon 
Contemporary Gallery on Canyon Road in Santa Fe.  Her 
plan is to feature twelve pastel paintings of Bosque del 
Apache in the show and to donate a good portion of her 
profits to the refuge.  The painting above, “Coming Home,” 
is one of the twelve.  

Tobi was recognized as an Artist to Watch in the May 
2018 issue of Southwest Art magazine and then honored 
as the Featured Artist in the June/July issue of Santa Fean 
magazine.  In late summer 2019, the French Pratiques des 

Arts magazine interviewed Tobi for an eight-page editorial 
and featured one of her paintings of Bosque del Apache, 
“Can I Tempt You,” on its cover.  Tobi was then invited 
to join thirteen other American Women Pastelists to an 
exhibition in Montlucon, France, in April 2020, where her 
work will be shown internationally. 
We will share more in our July newsletter about Tobi, 
her art, and the upcoming benefit. For now, you can save 
October 30 as the planned opening for the art show (which 
Tobi is currently calling The Heartbeat of the Bosque), and 
know that for a few months following that, you can view 
the series of paintings of our lovely refuge.  They will be 
on display in the Canyon Contemporary Gallery and also 
shared on social media leading up to the event.

Coming Home – Pastel by artist Tobi Clement



Save theSe 2020 dateS

   apriL 18, 10 aM - 1 pM : 
   deSert arBoretuM StroLL 

      
      

                                                                     
   May 16, 8 aM - 12 noon : 
   guided Migratory Bird watching 

   octoBer 30, 5 pM - 7 pM : 
   art opening in Santa Fe

11

   noveMBer 18-21 : 33rd annuaL

   FeStivaL oF the craneS

   

   

   noveMBer 21: wiLdLiFe Zone 
  (at FeStivaL)

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
              

   
   
   deceMBer 11, 4:30 pM - 7:30 pM:  
   hoLiday open houSe 

Please note that events are subject to change, as health guidelines and 
precautions evolve regarding COVID-19.  For the latest info, check 

out the “Alert-Refuge Alerts” section of the refuge’s website, 
www.fws.gov/refuge/Bosque_del_Apache
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    YOUR STORY MATTERS!
For more information on sharing your story 
about Bosque del Apache with decision 
makers, please contact the Friends at 
Execdirector@friendsofbosquedelapache.org

Amy Lueders
US Fish & Wildlife Regional Director
500 Gold Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102  
505/346-2545

Follow US on 
Facebook & inStagram!

Hon. David Bernhardt
Secretary of the Interior 
18th & C Streets NW, Rm. 6151
Washington D.C. 20240    
202/208-7351

Hon. Martin Heinrich 
US Senate, Washington D.C. 20510
202/224-5521 
website: heinrich.senate.gov  
Hon. Tom Udall
US Senate, Washington D.C. 20510  
202/224-6621  
website: tomudall.senate.gov

Hon. Deb Haaland  
House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515     
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