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As I write this article in late May, most of us have been 
practicing social distancing and staying home to avoid the 
spread of Covid-19 for several weeks now.  Some of us are 
fortunate enough to have retirement income or be able to 
work from home, while others are struggling financially, 
perhaps know people who have the virus or have themselves 
fallen ill.  And the world goes on—spring has come, with its 
glorious flowers and colorful spring migrant birds, and, in 
the absence of people, some animals have emerged in the 
newly quiet areas.  Friends of Bosque del Apache wrote a 
letter to you in early April to share the news that our board 
had decided to cancel Festival of the Cranes 2020, wanting to 
protect everyone’s health and financial contributions. We’ve 
also needed to cancel our Desert Arboretum Stroll planned 

for April 18 and Spring Migratory Bird Tour planned for May 
16.  In doing so, we’ve been hard at work learning as quickly 
as we can how to deliver videos or workshops and create 
virtual events.  During these times when you cannot come 
and revel in the wonders of Bosque del Apache yourself, we 
are working to bring the wonders to you –at least virtually. 
We’ve started slowly, delivering Virtual Desert Arboretum 
Stroll segments in April and May, as our xeric garden dazzles 
us with round after round of glorious blooms.  These videos 
are published on our Facebook page, website and on Vimeo 
at https://vimeo.com/showcase/7007196. We thank Tom 
Hyden, USFWS volunteer and master gardener, for leading 
these tours, and Danielle Gallegos for videotaping the stroll 
segments with her iPhone. 

Mule deer crossing a stream at Bosque del Apache. Photo by BC Design New Mexico.
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Next, Friends worked with Wezil Walraven Birding Tours 
to plan and film three birding videos during Spring 
Migration in May.  This series consists of videos on birding 
basics, birdwatching in the Middle Rio Grande desert and 
forest (higher elevations around Albuquerque), and finally 
birdwatching at Bosque del Apache in Spring.  Dr. Steven 
Siegel gave generously of his time and skills to video Wezil, 
and then edit and produce the final products.  You can view 
these videos at https://vimeo.com/showcase/7157367.   
Partnerships are always important, and in this time, they 
are especially crucial.  Friends Festival Manager, Julie-
Anna Blomquist has attended training about organizing 
virtual festivals and has reached out to our past Festival 
of the Cranes Expo Tent exhibitors for sponsorships and 
help.  As we’ve related in previous paragraphs, partners and 
volunteers have made educational videos available.  Watch 
this space for news about other videos and perhaps small, 
in-person tours when Covid-19 restrictions are eased.  
Julie-Anna is also leading the efforts to revamp our website 
to make it even more relevant to these times.  Watch for our 
announcement about the new Friends’ website this summer.

We know that you contribute financially to Friends of 
Bosque del Apache because you care about the refuge 
and want to support the critical work of conserving this 
important wetland habitat in the high desert.  For nearly 
three decades, Friends has utilized your gifts to maximize 

that support.  (Click here to read more about some of 
the significant ways Friends has, thanks to your financial 
contributions, aided the refuge.)  We need your friendship 
and help to support our wonderful refuge now more than 
ever, and there are many ways to help.  If you able, please 
continue your memberships and donations.  The recently 
enacted CARES bill includes Charitable Giving Incentives 
to encourage and support taxpayers to give to nonprofits. 
One of these incentives is a “Universal Charitable 
Donation,” which allows all taxpayers to deduct up to 
$300 of cash donations to charitable organizations (this 
includes individuals who don’t itemize their deductions). 
Another update is the lifting of the existing cap on annual 
contributions for those who do itemize. While you are 
shopping with Amazon online from home for necessities, 
a small donation can come the Friends’ way with no 
additional cost to you; simply enter www.smile.amazon.
com and select Friends of the Bosque del Apache National 
Wildlife Refuge as your nonprofit designee. Doing this 
results in Amazon donating .5% of each purchase to the 
Friends (yes, that’s ½ of 1%).  If you are in need of a good 
hat, a comfortable T-shirt, books, or toys to entertain 
your kids, consider supporting Friends and the refuge 
by shopping online at our Nature Store at https://shop.
friendsofbosquedelapache.org/

Let’s stay connected over the coming weeks and months. 
We promise to share uplifting photos, videos, and engaging 
stories about wild spaces and wildlife that are sure to add to 
your sense of wonder and well-being.  You’ll find access to 
these on our Facebook page and/or our website.  May we all 
emerge from this challenging time stronger and wiser than 
ever. 

Moon over Bosque del Apache.  Photo by Ed MacKerrow. 

 - Deb Caldwell, Friends of Bosque del Apache 
   Executive Director 



3

agriculturE PrOgram in a challEnging YEar

Although most refuge employees have been teleworking 
during the current Covid-19 situation, the refuge has 
had approval to continue working within the agricultural 
production program for the continued planting of grain 
corn for migratory waterfowl obligations. Approximately 
one hundred twenty acres of conventional grain corn and 
an additional fifty acres of triticale were planted this year. 

There is no doubt that 2020 will be a challenging year 
for all of us, including those producers trying to meet 
production levels. Forecasts show an average year for water 
availability in the Middle Rio Grande Valley.  Even during 
high run-off years, agriculture can still be a challenging 
venture; but with only moderate predictions, irrigations will 
be tough. When water delivery is little to none, staff have 
to rely on groundwater pumped by wells to irrigate grain 
crops in preparation for wintering cranes, geese, and other 
waterfowl. Staff are resilient, adaptive, and determined to be 
successful in producing high yielding, quality grain crops 
again. We anticipate 180+ bushel per acre average. Having 
plenty of corn can alleviate off-refuge depredations on local 
and surrounding farms, thereby reducing crop damages 
in the valley. It also allows us to better manage wintering 
waterfowl by providing a reliable, high carbohydrate food 
source to maintain optimal body conditions minimizing 
stress, avian cholera, and other avifauna diseases. 

In addition to corn, the staff will plant approximately fifty 
acres of triticale. Triticale is a hybrid of wheat and rye first 
bred in laboratories during the late 19th century. Triticale 

combines the yield potential and grain quality of wheat with 
the disease and environmental tolerance of rye. It is a high-
yielding crop grown mostly for livestock forage because 
its protein content averages twenty percent. We have 
consistently observed cranes, geese, and turkey actively 
feeding in triticale fields, and we fancy this new forage crop. 
The refuge plans to continue planting this additional forage 
crop as a food source for wildlife management for the 
foreseeable future. 

Fields that are no longer being used to grow crops lie fallow, 
are self-managed, or are transitioned to moist-soil fields. 
Cyclical rain events keep the parched fallow fields in the 
farm area in a natural cover of grasses, wildflowers, and 
sunflowers! The diversity of blooming flora only adds to 
the beauty of the landscape, making for the uniqueness of 
the southwestern desert. The self-managed alfalfa fields 
continue to mature and produce nitrogen as we rotate those 
to corn fields in the coming years. Corn directly benefits 
from available nitrogen in the soil. Healthy soil, adequate 
water, and timely planting means healthy corn crops. 

We are facing a challenging year, but we are up for the 
challenge and pleased with our overall production and 
resource management. 

 - Bernard Lujan, Deputy Refuge Manager



WElcOmE tO SuSan cOPPElli, 
WildlifE rEfugE SPEcialiSt  

Susan Coppelli has been at Bosque del Apache for over 
one year, but we’d never formally introduced her to you in 
Bosque Watch. Susan comes to us most recently from El 
Malpais National Monument, Grants, NM. She has kindly 
agreed to introduce herself and give us some background 
on her professional experiences. So, take it away, Susan.
 

I grew up back east in New York, where very early in my 
life I  connected with nature and wildlife, a connection 
that informed my later pursuits in higher education and 
employment.

After earning a bachelor of science degree in ecology and 
wildlife biology at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, California 
(Pause for trivia: Weird Al Yankovic is a Cal Poly alum), 
I have worked in a variety of roles and in many different 
government agencies and places.  I have had roles in 
wildlife biology, endangered species recovery, habitat 
restoration, interpretation, environmental education, 
and volunteer management.  I have worked for several 
government agencies, including the National Park Service 
(NPS), US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). I am 
so fortunate to have worked in many wonderful locations 

and agencies, in this order: Channel Islands National Park 
(NPS in California), the Grizzly & Wolf Discovery Center 
(a nonprofit in Montana), the National Black-footed Ferret 
Conservation Center (USFWS in Colorado), Pawnee 
National Grassland (USDA Forest Service in Colorado), 
Gateway National Recreation Area (NPS in New York), 
Rocky Mountain National Park (NPS in Colorado), and El 
Malpais National Monument (NPS in New Mexico). 

My good fortune continues with my current appointment 
as a Wildlife Refuge Specialist at Bosque del Apache, as of 
February 2019. It is my second permanent appointment 
for a federal agency, both in NM. I am more of a generalist, 
helping out with various refuge programs and projects, 
including visitor services, water management, and  
endangered species monitoring. 

Something that stands out for me, starting with Channel 
Islands and carrying through to Bosque del Apache, is 
how I enjoy connecting with people—staff , volunteers, 
visitors, and Friends: the crossing of paths, sharing a laugh, 
celebrating achievements, collaborating, and sharing a 
moment that changes us. Moments that have changed me 
include releasing an endangered island fox into the wild, a 
species that was heading towards extinction; and watching 
sandhill cranes and snow geese fly out and over us, from 
their roosting site at Bosque del Apache early on a chilly 
morning with no wind, as the sun rose and the clouds 
changed color in varying shades of mauve, pink, and 
orange--and just when we thought that the fly out was over, 
the geese came back and flew over us again. 

Thank you Friends of Bosque del Apache for caring, for 
connecting people to Bosque del Apache, and for making a 
positive difference that radiates out into the world. 

 - Susan Coppelli,  USFWS Wildlife Refuge Specialist 
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WElcOmE dYlan WildEr
Hello. My 
name is Dylan 
Wilder, and I 
became the new 
wildlife biologist 
at Bosque del 
Apache National 
Wildlife Refuge 
this past January. 
Even though I 
have been here 
for only a few 
months, I have 
already been 
exposed to many 
of the joys and 
responsibilities 
of working at 
this incredible 
place. I am 
looking forward 
to contributing to meaningful wildlife management and 
working with the refuge staff as well as partners throughout 
the Middle Rio Grande Valley.
 
A little about myself. I was born and raised in Santa 
Barbara County, California, and at a young age developed 
a deep appreciation for the outdoors through Boy Scouts. 
Coincidentally, scouting also introduced me to New 
Mexico, as the first two times I had been to this state 
were during summer trips to Philmont Scout Ranch near 
Cimarron, NM. I attended the University of California, 
Davis, and graduated with a bachelor of science degree in 
Wildlife, Fish, and Conservation Biology in 2018. While 

in college, I worked with a variety of wildlife species, 
such as tree swallows, wood ducks, salt marsh harvest 
mice, and various raptors. In the summer of 2017, I was 
able to participate in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
Directorate Resource Assistant Fellowship Program (DFP) 
in Colorado. For my fellowship, I helped create an Early 
Detection and Rapid Response (EDRR) Plan to combat 
invasive plants at the San Luis Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge Complex in Colorado. After college, I worked 
with a variety of state and federal agencies, including 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, USDA 
Agricultural Research Service, U.S. Forest Service, and 
National Park Service. 

As the Wildlife Biologist at Bosque del Apache NWR, I 
conduct a variety of field and office work in support of the 
refuge’s biology program. During the summer, I primarily 
help conduct surveys for the federally listed yellow-billed 
cuckoo and southwestern willow flycatcher. I also support 
camera trapping efforts for the New Mexico meadow 
jumping mouse, remove invasive bullfrogs, and conduct 
seed yield surveys. In the winter, I survey for waterfowl, 
sandhill cranes, and turkeys; band ducks; and monitor for 
avian disease outbreaks. Year-round, I process Special Use 
Permits, assist with disturbance prescriptions, and support 
moist soil unit management.
In my free time, I enjoy nature photography, hiking, 
camping, playing guitar, collecting coins, reading, and 
spending time in the outdoors with my friends and fiancé, 
Juliana. I am very excited to see more of the vibrancy of 
New Mexico and continue to serve as a member of the 
refuge staff.

 - Dylan Wilder, Staff Wildlife Biologist 

mEEt Our SummEr intErnS

The staff of Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge 
and the  Friends recently welcomed five enthusiastic 
college students for summer internships this year, one in 
visitor services and four in the biology program.  These 
internships are particularly critical this year because the 
COVID-19 restrictions from March to June required refuge 
staff to postpone some important fieldwork and projects 
for several weeks.  These talented summer interns will help 
the refuge make up for lost time.  

We’ve asked all the interns to introduce themselves.  Two 
are returning interns from last summer (2019): Joel Gilb 
in visitor services and Lane Lopez in biology; both attend 
New Mexico State University.  Three are biology interns 
who are new to us: Jacob Arey, Jake Power, and Giovanni 
Walters, hailing from Texas, Illinois, and Virginia, 
respectively.  As they tell you about their qualifications, 
interests, and planned summer projects, we know that you 
will share their enthusiasm and be as excited to welcome 
them as we are. 
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Joel Gilb 
I am returning for my second 
summer as a visitor services 
intern at Bosque del Apache. I 
am from the town of Sahuarita, 
Arizona, but originally grew up 
in central Maine. I just wrapped 
up my junior year at New 
Mexico State University, where 
I am working towards a degree 

in wildlife science. I have a passion for environmental 
education and visitor services work, as well as for birding 
and wildlife art. Over the course of this summer, I will 
be working on a number of visitor services projects, such 
as creating illustrations for trail guides and interpretive 
displays, working on educational resources for school 
groups, recording species of butterflies and dragonflies 
on the refuge, and conducting bird surveys. I would 
like to thank the refuge for allowing me to return to this 
wonderful internship and Friends of Bosque del Apache for 
generously providing a stipend that allows me to cover my 
living costs while I stay here. 

Lane Lopez 
 I am currently a senior at New 
Mexico State University pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in wildlife ecology 
and management. I have returned 
to Bosque del Apache for another 
summer of great experiences with new 
and old friends.
This job consists of a variety of tasks, 
such as, conducting field surveys for 
endangered or threatened species, 

utilizing and distributing irrigation water, treating invasive 
plants and animals, and assisting with refuge maintenance 
tasks. This summer, I aim to heighten my skills as an up 
and coming wildlife biologist even further by taking on 
the role as the lead for our southwestern willow flycatcher 
and yellow-billed cuckoo surveys.  Past experiences at the 
refuge consist of lots of laughs, lessons, and knowledge 
gained. I look forward to more of these experiences 
this summer and cannot wait to see what is in store! I 
graciously thank the refuge and Friends of Bosque del 
Apache for allowing me to return to this amazing refuge to 
do what I love.

Jacob Arey
I’m from Rowlett, Texas, which is a 
suburb of Dallas. I’m a rising junior 
at Texas Tech University, Lubbock, 
class of 2022, where I am majoring in 
natural resources management, with 
a double concentration in wildlife 
biology and range conservation. 

While I’m at Bosque del Apache, I’ll be assisting in 
conducting multiple surveys, removing invasive species, 
and anything else the team needs. I’m excited to be here 
because it grants me an experience that I cannot obtain 
anywhere else in the world. Also, it will help me broaden 
my mind to habitats other than the ones in Texas.

Jake Power 
I am spending my summer as 
a biology intern at Bosque del 
Apache. I am currently a junior 
at Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale, pursuing a degree in 
wildlife conservation. Coming all 
the way from Illinois, everything 
from the landscape to the plants and 
animals has been quite a change, 
which makes going out on the refuge 
everyday exciting. One of the main 

assignments we interns have been given is to conduct 
surveys for the southwestern willow flycatcher and the 
yellow-billed cuckoo. So far, we have just completed our 
first weeks of willow flycatcher surveys, which has been a 
great experience. I have really enjoyed both learning about 
these birds as well as the methods used for collecting data.  
I am looking forward to conducting more surveys for the 
flycatchers and hopefully finding a nest! Another project 
we are working on is invasive species removal to create 
more suitable habitat for the endangered New Mexico 
meadow jumping mouse.  I am very grateful to be given the 
chance to participate in this internship, where I can build 
my skills while doing such meaningful work. I would like 
to thank the Friends of Bosque del Apache for supporting 
this internship program and the refuge staff who have been 
very helpful in training us on the survey protocol and 
answering all our questions. 

Giovanni Walters  
I am a rising senior studying wildlife 
conservation at Virginia Tech. I am 
from Bath County, Virginia, and will 
be graduating in December 2020. 
As an intern for Bosque del Apache, 
I will assist in conducting surveys 
for southwestern willow flycatchers, 
yellow-billed cuckoos, and New 
Mexico meadow jumping mice, as well 

as aid in management prescriptions for their habitats. As 
an avid birder and naturalist, I am excited to be able to 
work in such a unique location and do my part to protect 
all of the incredible species that call Bosque del Apache 
home. I am truly grateful for this opportunity, and I would 
like to thank the refuge and Friends of Bosque del Apache 
National Wildlife Refuge for providing it. 
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Here’s an understatement: this has been an unusual spring. 
With the abundant winter moisture, we anticipated an 
above average spring bloom. Everything looked good, and 
then the virus took over our lives. The Desert Arboretum 
Stroll was cancelled, as was 2020 Festival of the Cranes. But 
wait! This is the best cactus bloom in years and we wanted 
all of you to see it. So we started making weekly arboretum 
videos and posting them on the Friends Facebook page and 
website. Each video is only four to five minutes long and 
usually features five or six species newly blooming each 
week. 

Several species flowered for the first time that I remember. 
The Old Man Cactus finally bloomed after twenty years, 
and we were able to correctly identify it as Echinocereus 
longisetus. Another hedgehog bloomed for the first time, 
and we have decided it is Echinocereus fasciculatus, 
known as robust or pink-flowered hedgehog. As I write 
this in early May, we are in a bit of a lull waiting for the 
prickly pear species to begin to flower. Alas, I thought the 
conditions were perfect this spring for an agave flower, but 
we’ll have to wait another year or two or ten.
 

Old Man of  the Desert Cactus with bloom.

The Petschek Pollinator Project is proceeding full steam 
ahead with planting this spring. Already we have added 
new desert willows, chamisa, Apache plume, and honey 
mesquite. Next up for planting are wildflowers. By the 
time you read this article, we will also have planted 
blanketflower, chocolate flower, desert zinnia, cota (Indian 
Tea) and tufted evening primrose. This year, we are also 
adding four milkweed species to the arboretum. Records 
indicate that seven species of milkweed have been found 
on the refuge. Three of those are rare, hard to find and seed 
is not commercially available. The four that we are planting 
are probably familiar to many of our readers: showy 
milkweed, broad-leaved milkweed, horsetail milkweed,  
and antelope horns milkweed. These are all extremely 
hardy, perennial species found in the Southwest and on 
the refuge, and most importantly, all four are very popular 
with monarch butterflies. As we know, monarch adults 
can feed on any nectar source, but they will lay their eggs 
only on milkweed, and the larvae will eat only milkweed. 
I will write more about monarchs in another issue because 
they are a fascinating animal. They are also a parable for 
our time as they are caught in the intersection of land use, 
habitat destruction,  and climate change.
 

Something to look forward to – blooming showy 

milkweed with monarch butterflies.

 - Tom Hyden, USFWS & Friends Volunteer & 
   Master Gardener

SPEctacular blOOmS in thE timE Of ViruS – 
dESErt arbOrEtum uPdatE
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mOrE rEfugE dElightS

Although our routines have been disrupted of late, I have 
discovered unforeseen benefits as well.  Like many of you, 
I have missed driving Bosque del Apache’s tour loops 
to enjoy seasonal changes in water, plant, and wildlife 
communities. Craving the combination of stimulation 
and peace I find on the loops, I began exploring other 
parts of the refuge and discovered one of those unforeseen 
benefits—more delights!

After a relatively wet 2019, the Desert Arboretum has been 
spectacular, with some cacti blooming that haven’t done so 
in many years.  One of my favorites, the well named Texas 
Glory (thelocactus bicolor), has pink outer petals and a 
deep red center. What a delight!
 

Texas Glory, one of many species to be found in the arboretum.

Both the Canyon and Chupadera trails are easily 
accessed via Highway 1 and lead to quiet wilderness.  
They are unique examples of Chihuahuan desert habitat 
“untrammeled by man”—unaltered by human presence/
disturbance. Wildflowers have been abundant on both. I 
especially recommend visiting after a rain.
 

View of Bosque del Apache’s wetland oasis from a narrow 

volcanic pass below Chupadera Peak.

Also, I saw several bird species (black-throated/desert 
sparrow, Gambel’s quail, peregrine falcon) on hikes into 
these areas, but I wasn’t able to photograph any birds until 
I was back on Highway 1. I found Bullock’s orioles perched 
in blooming creosote, pyrrhuloxia in a budding tree, and 
our state bird, the remarkable roadrunner. 

So, whether or not the tour loops are accessible, many 
other refuge areas are. I challenge you to explore their 
delights!

 - Sandra Noll, Friends member and naturalist
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attracting OriOlES tO YOur backYard

We are fortunate to have two species of oriole that spend 
summers in New Mexico: The Bullock’s and the Scott’s. 
These orioles are brightly colored and hard to miss. I’ll 
describe here what both birds look like, what they eat, and 
what their nests look like.  You can attract these beautiful 
birds to your backyard with tips I’ll share here.
The male Bullock’s is bright orange with a black back and 
throat stripe and white wing patches. The female is less 
colorful with a yellowish-orange head and tail, a grayish 
back, a buffy belly, and white wig bars. Both orioles are 
fairly large at nine inches in length. The Bullock’s oriole 
prefers open meadows, river valleys, and urban parks with 
large trees. Both the male and female make a distinctive, 
loud clacking sound. 
 

Male Bullock’s oriole. Photo by Steven Siegel. 

         
The male Scott’s oriole has a lemon-yellow breast with a 
black head and back. The female is drab grayish overall 
with some yellow on the belly. The Scott’s prefers more arid 
habitat with shorter trees. Most male birds sing only in the 
spring to attract a mate, but the male Scott’s oriole sings all 
summer long.  

  

L-R Male and Female Scott’s orioles. Photos by David Policansky.

Both the Bullock’s and Scott’s oriole’s diet consists of a 
variety of insects, including grasshoppers, crickets, beetles, 
and honey bees. They also eat fruits and drink nectar from 
plants. The Bullock’s eats fruit by what is called “gaping.”  It  
thrusts its beak through the skin and into the flesh of the 
fruit, then pries its  beak open inside and laps up the juices 
with its tongue. Orioles do not commonly eat birdseed, but 
you can  attract them to your backyard by providing nectar 
in an oriole feeder (similar to a hummingbird feeder but 
orange in color with larger ports and perches). You can also  
lure orioles to your yard by providing orange halves or 
grape jelly. Be sure  to keep the nectar, fruit, and jelly fresh 
by changing it every few days.  

Female Bullock’s oriole at jelly and orange feeder. Photo by Paul White.

Both Bullock’s and Scott’s orioles nest throughout New 
Mexico. Bullock’ orioles have a very distinctive nest.  With 
their beaks, they weave together materials like horsehair, 
grasses, and wool to create a gourd-shaped hanging nest. 
The nest is usually  suspended ten to twenty-five feet high 
from the outer, smaller branches of a large tree. 
Wherever you live in New Mexico, be sure to listen for 
the Bullock’s oriole’s loud clacking call and the melodious 
song of the Scott’s. To catch more than a glimpse of these 
beautiful summer residents, put up an oriole feeder or 
hang a dish of grape jelly or an orange half.

  - Mary Schmauss, Friends Business Member 

Editor’s Note:   Mary Schmauss is the owner of Wild 
Birds Unlimited in Albuquerque. She is a lifelong birder 
and author of  For the Birds: A Month-by-Month Guide to 
Attracting Birds to your Backyard.
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When Jon Morrison asked us if we wanted to join the 
Friends of Bosque del Apache’s birding trip to Colombia, 
we were excited and, to be honest, a little anxious, given the 
country’s recent history and reputation. Colombia is a post-
conflict nation that is facing a new series of challenges since 
the “end” of the civil war in 2016. Ironically, the war helped 
preserve much of the environment; but since its cessation, 
illegal logging has surged as people look for any form of 
income. It is estimated that 3,000 square kilometers of forest 
a year are lost, and much of the forest has yet to be explored. 
Not surprisingly, eco-tourism is seen as an  antidote to this 
destruction.

The variety of bird species in Colombia is staggering—the 
highest species count in the world, in excess of 1,900 (more 
than double that of the USA and twenty percent of the world 
total). This is the result of habitat diversity: the Pacific Coast 
to the West; the mountains, desert, and Caribbean coast to 
the North; the Amazon headwaters and tropical rainforest 
to the East; and in the center, the three parallel ranges of 
the Andes, and their valleys, which create a North-South 
spine through the country. Our Friends trip was going to 
see only a couple of these habitats and their associated 
micro-climates, namely, the tropical forest of Rio Claro and 
the “paramo,” high in the Andes (13,000+ ft), of the Los 
Nevados National Park (home to the active Nevado del Ruiz 
volcano.

My wife, Tina, and I had already birded five of the seven 
continents; Colombia was our first trip to South America 
(only Antarctica is left on the list now). On our travels, I 
have observed that people often resemble and behave like 
their birds; for example,  in Australia the endemic species 
(people and birds) are noisy and colorful; the dawn chorus 
is like a bar at closing time (raucous with plenty of shouting 
and occasional violence). Whereas the UK is less colorful, 
more subdued and decorous; the dawn chorus is subtle and 
lyrical (but I might be biased). Colombia seemed to me a 
lot like India—colorful, lively, friendly, and occasionally 
breathtakingly beautiful—people and birds alike.
 
Our excellent guide, Manuel, has a passion for his local 
wildlife and habitat. He never ceased to amaze with his 
creative ways to help us find the bird that he had already 
spotted deep in the undergrowth or high in the foliage. Our 
driver, Rolando, should also be mentioned, as he managed 
to navigate our coach down five miles of hairpin bends in 
the unexpected snow at 13,000 feet and in the dark. It was 

Birders on the Holbrook Friends Trip in Colombia –Manuel (guide) on the left; 
in the right background, article author Jonathan Manley (gray ballcap) 

and his wife Tina (green jacket). Photo by Tom Mayer.

probably just as well that we couldn’t see how close we were 
to the edge nor the precipitous drop.

We were there in March, when the bird population was still 
swelled by migrants, many of whom would shortly head 
north to the US. Meanwhile, the endemic birds were busy 
defending territory and building nests. Even though our 
trip was unexpectedly cut short (see accompanying article 
Covid-19 in Colombia),  most of the party saw 150-200 
species. It’s tough to pick out highlights from a trip that 
had a surprise around every corner, and there were a lot of 
corners, but for me, there were five:

- The Lanceolated Monklet (when you have over 1,900 
species, you quickly run out of sensible names), which 
we unexpectedly saw early one morning right outside our 
accommodation in Rio Claro.—a tiny fluff-ball with a 
ridiculous bill.

- The oil-bird roost on the Rio Claro: hundreds 
(thousands?) of these nightjar-like birds roosting in a cave, 
which acted as an echochamber for their haunting calls 
before they set off on their nighttime search for fruit.

- The One-colored Becard: not because it is the most 
beautiful nor rarest bird, but because it excited and 
delighted Manuel more than any other sighting; it was a 
“lifer” for him.

friEndS triP tO cOlOmbia tO 
diScOVEr itS birdS and biOdiVErSitY



- The Buffy helmetcrest: high up in the paramo, singing his 
heart out  . . . 

- The long-tailed sylph: a hummingbird species with an 
improbably long tail, that ought to make it impossible 
to fly. Bright iridescent green, it looks like it has been 
fashioned on an elfin anvil.

Buffy helmetcrest. Photo by Jon Morrison.     

The only fauna more numerous than birds in Colombia are 
the cyclists (who knew?). The most recent Tour de France 
winner, Egan Bernal, is Colombian. Everywhere we went, 
we would find cyclists effortlessly going up and down 
seemingly vertical slopes, always with a cheery, “Buenos 
Dias!”

But Colombia is not a wealthy country. The national parks 
are woefully underfunded. The store at the Los Nevados 
National Park was a very sad affair (especially when 
compared to our Bosque del Apache Nature Store). They 
cannot even afford to buy more stock. If anyone needs a 

Friends organization, it’s these guys. And then, to make 
things worse, along comes Covid-19. At a time when the 
locals are getting used to ecotourism as an alternative 
income source to illegal logging, suddenly their new source 
of income stops overnight. I, for one, will try and get back 
there as soon as conditions allow to help Colombia regain 
its place as the premier birding destination.

 Last group dinner (sans Jonathan and Tina) at Bogota Airport. 
Front left then clockwise. Tom Mayer, Gerry Swanson, Jon Morrison, Jan 

Morrison, Mary Raje, Joan Seanson, Edelman Mayer.

 -  Jonathan Manley, Friends of Bosque del Apache 
    Board Member

cOVid-19 in cOlOmbia

We will probably never know where it came from, but on 
the sixth day of our Colombian birding trip, as yet not 
conclusively identified, virus struck me, causing a raging 
fever (amongst other things). I had already gracefully 
withdrawn from the more energetic birding activities 
scheduled for that late morning and was enjoying the sight 
of a myriad of hummingbirds and tanagers on the feeders 
at our base camp. By the time the birding party returned to 
collect me, it was clear that my illness could be something 
serious. Fortunately, our guide, Manuel, was a resident of 
the nearest big town, Manizales, the center of the coffee-
growing region. He rushed my wife, Tina, and me to the 
nearest (and best) hospital in the area.

What followed was not what we had planned. Having been 
rehydrated and (routinely) tested for Covid-19 (C-19) at 
the hospital, our whole party was told to self-isolate in 
a nearby Manizales hotel. Because I had exhibited only 
one of the classic symptoms of C-19, fever, we thought it 
unlikely that I would test positive. However, authorities 
told Tina and me (who were in separate rooms) that we 
could not leave the hotel until my test results were back 
from Bogota, a short plane journey away. By the time my 
results came back (positive !!!), the rest of the party had 
left as scheduled for the US.

So there we were, Tina and I, still in separate hotel rooms 
with eleven days of quarantine remaining. By this stage, 
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we had reached celebrity status in Manizales as I was the 
first confirmed C-19 case in the town. In a nice touch, the 
newly elected mayor, Carlos Marin, had called me with 
the results of my test (which were 80% certain, he said), 
so the novelty of our situation was, to begin with, quite 
exciting. We also had a spectacular view of the Andes 
from our respective hotel rooms and were even able to see 
the nearby live volcano, which fortunately behaved itself 
during our stay.

After a while, however, our excitement waned. After 
seventy-two consecutive room service meals, we began to 
tire of the menu. Then the town shut down and a curfew 
was declared. The kitchen staff were sent home to self-
isolate. Our dinner orders got progressively earlier in the 
day, until we had to order dinner with lunch!

L to R:  View of the Andes and nearby active volcano from our hotel rooms; 
View of Manizales under curfew.

At the same time, hotel management were moving us 
clockwise around the fourth floor of the hotel. By now, 
we were the only guests, and our beautiful views were 
replaced by close-ups of the neighboring car dealerships 
and finally the empty main street and technical college. 
Meanwhile, Tina had tested negative, and I was retested; 
I could not leave the hotel nor the country until I was 
given the all clear. Our departed fellow birders continued 
to send care packages (bottles would be more accurate) 
along with a copy of A Hundred Years of Solitude by 
the famous Colombian author Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
(a nice touch, we thought). TV was all in Spanish, but 
fortunately our internet and WhatsApp network kept us 
connected with friends and family around the world, as 
well as UK radio stations (we are Brits). As the news of our 
confinement spread, we were bombarded with calls around 
the clock, a little inconvenient at times, but a great comfort 
nevertheless.

While we were waiting for my all clear, Colombia was 
shutting down. This included the steady reduction in air 
travel and the inevitable closure of the airports. By the time 
my negative result was received at 3:30 p.m. on Monday, 
May 24th, there was only one available flight back to 
Europe (we needed to get back to the UK)--and that was 
to Paris; the flight left Bogota around midnight that day. 
There were two further flights that week, both full, and 
after that, all Colombian airports would be fully closed. 

We thought we had plenty of time: we were already packed 
and ready to go. All we had to do was checkout and get a 
cab to the local airport (thirty  miles away) for the 7:00 
p.m. connecting flight to Bogota. Plenty of time—two-and-
a-half hours--to get to the airport. Checkout should be 
easy (we’re the only guests!), getting a cab should be quick, 
and thirty miles to the airport should take a maximum 

of forty-five minutes (no traffic). Not so fast 
(literally). Checkout took an hour (we had to find 
and print proof of our respective negative tests), 
and finding a cab took another hour (cabs were not 
allowed beyond the city limits due to the curfew). 
So, thirty minutes to get to the “nearby” airport—
plenty of time, right? Wrong! The cab driver told 
us it would be at least seventy-five minutes: we had 
not factored in the local topography, namely the 
Andes, and the valley we had to negotiate on the 
way to Pereira airport. I won’t bore you with details 
of the hair-raising drive, but luckily the flight was 
delayed, and we made our Paris connection with 
time to spare. 

 
We eventually got back to the UK a full forty-eight hours 
after leaving the hotel in Manizales. At this point, the 
prospect of self-isolation at home looked very appealing! 
There are so many people to thank for seeing us safely 
through this adventure: Manuel (our guide, who risked 
his own health to stay with me in hospital), Maria (our 
healthcare professional who stayed in touch throughout 
and phoned with the negative result), hotel staff (who kept 
us comfortable in spite of the apparent personal risk), the 
Air France air crew (who volunteered to make the flight 
we were on, in order to repatriate stranded compatriots), 
Holbrook Travel (who did what they could to make the 
extended stay bearable), the birding party (who stayed in 
touch and sent gifts), and finally, my wife (for putting up 
with a noisy neighbor in the room next door).

 - Jonathan Manley, Friends of Bosque del Apache 
   Board Member
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a rEfugE in thE StOrm

The day after Christmas in 1996, I went with my 
wife Marilyn to the doctor. She’d had a bad night of 
gastrointestinal upset. The doctor took an X-ray and soon 
was telling us there was something wrong. The doctor 
herself was surprised and distressed. She showed us the 
X-ray, and there it was: in Marilyn’s right lung, a tumor 
with wings! I thought silently to myself, it is an angel of 
death—lung  cancer!! We were shocked, horrified, and 
terrified. I am a physician, and I knew that lung cancer 
was usually associated with only months left to live. How 
could she have lung cancer? She had smoked cigarettes 
for only six weeks while going to the university over thirty 
years before. I loved this woman. What would happen 
to her? To us? Our two sons were in college, and we had 
just started to travel more extensively. After the initial 
shock, the extensive work-up, and the surgery to stage her 
cancer, we learned that it was already advanced—stage III 
A. Before anything else, we had to make decisions about 
how aggressively to seek treatment. And if there were any 
treatments that might help, should she/we pursue them? 
All our travel plans went up in smoke. The battle was 
on! We quickly determined to make the best out of the 
situation that we could. 

You might be wondering what this occurrence in my 
life has to do with Bosque del Apache National Wildlife 
Refuge. Why am I writing about this tragedy in my life 
here? The answer to that question is important: As soon 
as Marilyn could travel after surgery on her lung and 
before she was to start chemotherapy, we decided in late 
January to go to the Bosque del Apache for the weekend. 
We had both grown up in Albuquerque. We had been 
going to see the spectacle of the wintering sandhill cranes 
and snow geese for more than twenty years. We called 
Phoebe Woods, the proprietor of the Casa Blanca Bed and 
Breakfast in San Antonio, and by a miracle she had a last-
minute cancellation. We went down Friday afternoon in 
time to catch the “fly in” of the cranes and geese. We spent 
the night at the Casa Blanca and got up the next morning 
to watch the “fly out.” For anyone who has not seen this 
amazing spectacle of wild birds rising up again and again 
with their tumultuous cacophony of sounds and their 
flashing colors in the freshness of the early morning sun, 
you have missed one of the world’s most amazing events. 
And Marilyn was an artist. She loved color and painted 
New Mexico landscapes with both bold and subtle shades 
of dramatic color. What she told me that January in 1997 

Dawn’s Kiss of Gold.  Pastel by Tobi Clement.
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as we watched the fly in was how much she reveled in the 
shifting colors of the sky and the reflections on the waters 
of the Bosque del Apache. These shifts were especially 
striking in the setting of the sun as the brightness of the 
day passed into twilight. Her sensitivity to the colors 
awoke in me a new appreciation of the Bosque del Apache 
experience. Nature was presenting a marvelous gift. 

As we drove home after a visit of less than twenty-four 
hours, I realized we were sharing a peace and a sense of 
wonder that had not been there on the drive down from 
Albuquerque the day before. In light of our fears and 
worries, this peace was especially precious. Marilyn fought 
the cancer well and bravely. She had many innovative 
treatments. And in between these treatments, we made 
many pilgrimages to Bosque del Apache in the next few 
years. It became our place of refuge and retreat. The 
experience of nature was always healing; the changing 
colors and the bright sky were always cleansing. The 
trauma of cancer was somehow held in abeyance while we 
were there. 

With tears forming in my eyes as I write these words, I can 
still see Marilyn the last time we went together to Bosque 
del Apache in the early months of the new millennium. 

I stood close by her side so I could steady her and catch 
her if need be; she could no longer stand safely by herself. 
Even holding binoculars was no longer easy. Her brain was 
impacted by a sequence of brain metastases that impacted 
her balance, her thinking, and her memory. The cancer 
was taking her away ever so surely. She even struggled 
to name and also to tell me how lovely a little mountain 
chickadee was fluttering in the tree beside her, a chickadee 
that she was now seeing double. But in spite of these 
mounting impediments, that last drive home from Bosque 
del Apache came with the now familiar sense of respite and 
peace. That last trip was also tinged for me with foreboding 
and grief . . .  and yet also a gratitude that we had such a 
place, such a lovely and beautiful oasis and refuge in the 
storm. And though Marilyn died June 8, 2000, I have many 
times since been to those same fields and ponds with the 
blue mountains to the west in the distance. I have always 
found a peace and healing that can never be taken away. 
The many remarkable birds, the myriad of ponds, the 
bosque/forest, and all the shifting colors working together 
for good, for those who are willing to let the power of 
nature have its way.

 - Dr. Lane Leckman, Friends of Bosque del Apache 
   Board Member 
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buY cOOl mErchandiSE OnlinE &
hElP thE rEfugE and thE friEndS

Although our shop in the visitor center has been closed since mid-March, Bosque Nature Store is available for your 
purchases online.  We just received an order of T-shirts such as those shown here with the tree of life and Kim Russell’s 
crane art.  Our popular roadrunner T-shirt is being stocked again soon, and some other popular T-shirts will be offered 

in new colors.  We have many colorful bandanas to shade your neck or to serve as “Covid-19 masks.”  
We stock patches, hats, stuffed animals, jewelry, nature guide books and pamphlets, and so much more.  Keep checking 

our online store at https://shop.friendsofbosquedelapache.org/  and watch as our product line expands. For example, we’ll 
soon offer a product line called “Nature’s Cure” which includes a T-shirt and a zip-up jacket with a hood, both featuring 

custom art.  As our vendors start to retool after being closed, we will be able to bring you even more merchandise 
choices. Keep visiting our online store for exciting new merchandise. 

Every purchase you make helps Friends to support refuge projects and programming, and helps us to keep our 
experienced and talented Friends staff on the job. So, if you are in need of a good hat, a comfortable T-shirt, books, 

gifts, or toys to entertain your kids, consider shopping online at the Bosque Nature Store at 
https://shop.friendsofbosquedelapache.org/.  
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    YOUR STORY MATTERS!
For more information on sharing your story 
about Bosque del Apache with decision 
makers, please contact the Friends at 
Execdirector@friendsofbosquedelapache.org

Amy Lueders
US Fish & Wildlife Regional Director
500 Gold Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102  
505/346-2545

Follow uS on 
Facebook & InStagram!

Hon. David Bernhardt
Secretary of the Interior 
18th & C Streets NW, Rm. 6151
Washington D.C. 20240    
202/208-7351

Hon. Martin Heinrich 
US Senate, Washington D.C. 20510
202/224-5521 
website: heinrich.senate.gov  
Hon. Tom Udall
US Senate, Washington D.C. 20510  
202/224-6621  
website: tomudall.senate.gov

Hon. Deb Haaland  
House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515     

Hon. Ben Ray Lujan, Jr. 
House of Representatives 
Washington D.C. 20515    
202/225-6190  
website: lujan.house.gov

Hon. Xochitl Torres Small  
House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515    

NEW MEXICO REPRESENTATIVES

NEW MEXICO SENATORS

The White House, Washington D.C.
202/456-1111  President@WhiteHouse.gov

PRESIDENT DONALD J. TRUMP

e-mail: Execdirector@friendsofbosquedelapache.org
www.friendsofbosquedelapache.org 

www.facebook.com/
friendsofthebosquedelapache

@friendsofbosquedelapache Scan to join the Friends!


