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Making Way For Wet Meadows

June 2021, two and a half months after the prescribed burn occurred, saltgrass and willows are beginning to grow.

If you have visited the refuge this spring, you may be
wondering what is happening south of the Dabbler/Diver
Deck on the South Loop. There is an obvious fire footprint
and a lot of potential questions. Let us assure you – it was
a prescribed fire, or a fire that the refuge planned for and
intentionally set to meet biological priorities and habitat
needs in the area. Though these changes (and others) to the
landscape at Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge
(Bosque del Apache) may seem isolated and drastic, a brief
overview of the model refuge staff use to manage Bosque
del Apache might help fill in pieces of the puzzle.
Decades ago, snow melt would amplify the Rio Grande each
spring, carving trees and shrubs from soils and regularly
changing its course as it meandered through the valley.
After the river receded, grasses would take advantage of
the plentiful nutrient-rich soils. Ducks, wading birds, and

nesting grassland birds could be found eating seeds or
taking shelter in the new growth. Changing river paths
allowed for lush non-woody plant communities to grow.
As time passed, trees took root providing lookouts for
predators and perches for other migratory birds.
Wildfires would regularly occur within the Rio Grande
bosque: a nutrient-enhancing process which set back the
successional stage and allowed grasses and wildflowers
to take hold in areas once shaded by larger canopy trees.
The skeletons of the larger trees remained after the
fire, providing drying wood perfect for cavity-nesting
woodpeckers and kestrels, perches for hawks and owls, and
display locations for bluebirds, kingbirds, and flycatchers.
Woody shrubs were reinvigorated as new growth replaced
the dead stems, offering young vegetation for insects or
browsing mammals.
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Those annual processes provide a model for today’s
management of Bosque del Apache. A little at a time, we
attempt to recreate the jobs that the once-wild Rio Grande
did to support all the different habitats. The work isn’t easy:
realities of modern times often conflict. At the refuge, these
realities include the needs of endangered and threatened
species, the unpredictability of water supplies which
supports certain habitats at different times of the year, and
fire hazards.

process of restoration from decadent willow
scrub into wet meadow habitat in the area
south of the Dabbler/Diver Deck on the
South Loop. You may notice the new growth
of salt grass which now has the light it needs
to reclaim the blackened soil. Seasonally,
you may encounter meadowlarks,
roadrunners, or mule deer foraging or
raising their young. Blackened trees may
host flickers, doves, or bluebirds. In a few
years, the shrubs and grasses will once again
cover the ground, and resilient cottonwoods
will overshadow the wildflowers and provide
shelter, food, or perches for a variety of
wildlife while cavity nesters will occupy the
once-standing cottonwoods.
What will this habitat eventually look like?
At Bosque del Apache, a mixture of salt
grass, cottonwoods, willows, sacaton, and
yerba mansa identifies wet meadows. These
habitats would have been prevalent in the
Middle Rio Grande Valley historically as
ebbs and flows of the wild river created open
areas for grasses to find a home. These restoration projects
– though somewhat messy and prolonged and begun by
human handprints – provide a connection to the pattern the
wild Rio Grande once oversaw in what is now Bosque del
Apache National Wildlife Refuge.
- Amanda Walker, Park Ranger; Jeff Sanchez, Senior Wildlife
Biologist; Deb Williams, Refuge Manager

Mimicking those natural processes led to the decision to
utilize a prescribed fire in March 2021 to begin the long

News from the Desert Arboretum
We have finished another building and planting project in
the Desert Arboretum at Bosque del Apache (refuge). Since
I started working in the arboretum, it always seemed to me
that the northwest and northeast corners were incomplete.
I imagine that Percy Deal did as much as he and the
volunteers could manage and the north side was simply
more than they could finish. Two years ago, we finished the
northwest corner with materials (sand) from the refuge,
refuge volunteers hauling rocks, and Friends’ volunteers
and staff planting. Now we are finishing a new path in the
northeast corner again with sand and rocks from the refuge
and plants from Santa Ana Nursery. We planted native
species: pinon pine, algerita, mountain mahogany, netleaf
hackberry, bush morning glory, shrub oak and false indigo
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bush. They are all being
watered once a week and are
growing. We planted them
all last fall and we installed
fifteen-inch pipes for water.
The pipes direct the water
below the roots so that the
roots grow down to find it.
These new planting methods
are in response to the dry
conditions last spring and
the spring before. The dry
conditions have had other

effects as well. The
banana yuccas have
failed to bloom
normally for three
years. This past spring
they didn’t bloom at
all. To be fair, banana
yuccas on the refuge
are found about
five hundred to a
thousand feet higher
in elevation than the
arboretum. The only
yucca to bloom is the
big soaptree yucca
on the east side of
the Friends’ House.
We had an average
cactus bloom but many of the cactus flowers did not fully
develop. The desert cottontails have been eating everything
in sight including cactus flowers and yucca leaves. This
sounds dire but desert plants are survivors. They have one
huge advantage over most other plants: they store their own
water. Faced with extreme drought, cacti, desert shrubs and
succulents simply stop growing. Like the ocotillo, they may
even drop their leaves.
Lastly, a good news and bad news story. The bad news first.
Monarch butterflies are in trouble. The full story of Monarch
behavior and biology is perhaps the most complicated and
awe-inspiring in all of nature, rivalled only by honeybee
social structure. Monarch butterflies migrate in the fall
from all over the US to the mountains of Michoacan state
in Mexico. Twenty years ago, monarch numbers were
estimated to be as high as thirty million butterflies. Recently
the population has been reduced to around ten million. The
western US population numbers as few as three thousand
individuals from a high of four million twenty years ago.
Ten million butterflies is still a lot of butterflies, right? But

imagine the total population of sandhill cranes reduced by
thirty percent. And that’s ten million monarchs spread over
all of the US east of the Rocky Mountains. One of the causes
of the population drop is loss of habitat, in this case loss of
milkweed due to increased use of herbicide. Monarch adults
feed on any flower
but their larvae
(caterpillars) feed
only on milkweed.
No milkweed,
no monarchs. So
where is the good
news in this story?
An organization
in Santa Fe called
The Institute for
Applied Ecology
has applied for
funding from
the National Fish
and Wildlife
Foundation to
create a butterfly
corridor along
the Rio Grande. The Bosque del Apache National Wildlife
Refuge (NWR) has signed on as one of the participants and
has committed acreage and volunteer time, and the Friends
of Bosque del Apache NWR has committed volunteer time
and funds. The critical element is obviously milkweed but
also, because the monarchs arrive here early in the spring,
we need early blooming plants. We also need plants that
bloom through the spring and summer in order to keep the
monarchs here until the milkweed is ready for monarch egg
laying. We hope to hear soon about final approval of the
grant and the proposed starting date in November.
-Tom Hyden, USFWS & Friends Volunteer and Master
Gardener
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There’s Nothing Constant but Change
As the old adage goes, “there is nothing constant but change.” Bosque del Apache is no exception.
The refuge has had many staffing changes in the past year, and it will take Bosque Watch a while
to catch up with articles detailing some of those changes, but we’re working on it!

Farewell to Recent Departures

We hate saying goodbye and have had to do that often this
year. While we don’t have articles about recent departures
in this issue, both Calvin Reaves and Anthony Montoya on
the maintenance crew have retired this summer, following
in the footsteps of their crewmate Dennis Vicente, who
retired in late January. Other departures were noted in
previous Bosque Watch editions, and we’re working on
articles for those as well. We miss all these dedicated and
talented staff members and wish them well in their next
chapters.

Welcome to New Staff Members
and Summer Interns

With people leaving, we also have the opportunity to
welcome new staff. In this edition, we welcome Shayla
March, our new Biological Invasive Species Specialist. We
also welcome seasonal intern Bryden Baker, who will

Bryden Baker
I am the seasonal
New Mexico Meadow
Jumping Mouse
intern. I grew up in
Farmington New
Mexico. I have had
a passion for the
outdoors since I was
a child, something
that I attribute to
my parents and
their professions in archeology. I graduated from Northern
Arizona University in Flagstaff, Arizona, in May 2018. I
majored in environmental science, with minors in biology
and chemistry and also earned certificates in conservation
biology and wildlife ecology and management. I was
fortunate to get a little experience under my belt while I was
in school. I worked in a stable isotope lab for two years. I
interned with the US Geological Survey as well, where I put
together tracking data for mountain lions in the southwest
and their relationship to wildfires and prescribed burns.
Additionally, I assisted two graduate students with their
projects; one was looking at population dynamics between

be with us until November doing New Mexico Meadow
Jumping Mouse work. We know you will enjoy reading
about the many experiences and the skillsets that Shayla
and Bryden are bringing to the refuge.
The staff of Bosque del Apache and the Friends welcomed
seven enthusiastic college students for summer internships
this year. With all the staffing changes and now Covid
restrictions being relaxed, these interns have shown up in
the nick of time! We have two visitor services interns: Joel
Gilb, returning for his third summer with us; and Sarah
Lampley. Five biology interns join us this year hailing from
across the US: Abby Bourne, Emma Watson, John Anglin,
Karly Tellier, and Kristen Hutz. As each of these interns
tells you about their qualifications, interests, and summer
projects, we know that you will share their enthusiasm and
be as excited to welcome them as we are.

northern and gilded flickers in southern Arizona; and the
other was looking at disease ecology of migrating songbirds.
After I graduated, I took an AmeriCorps opportunity
working with US Fish and Wildlife on the Hawaiian island
of Kaua’i. I specialized in protecting the native water birds
and sea birds that resided on the three wildlife refuges
around the island. This included anything from proactively
managing avian botulism in Hanalei NWR, to controlling
invasive species on all three island refuges. I was absolutely
enraptured by what I saw: Laysan albatross, great frigate
birds, red footed boobies, Hawaiian gallinules, Koloa duck,
the list goes on… I consider it one of my greatest blessings
to have danced with the albatross, heard the thunder from
a frigate bird’s wings, and seen the red flashes of a gallinule’s
crest as it moves through the wetlands.
I stayed with the wildlife refuge for two years and could
feel that my time on the island was ending. In my last five
months on the island, I worked at an avian rehabilitation
center called Save Our Shearwaters (SOS). It is a wonderful
organization that specializes in the rehabilitation and public
outreach for the native birds of the island. I was hired on
for what is known as fallout season, which runs from late
August through December. This is a very vulnerable time

for birds such as the wedge tailed shearwater, Newel’s
shearwater, and Hawaiian petrel. These birds are nocturnal
and nest along the shoreline and in the mountains. They are
particularly sensitive to light pollution and powerline strikes
because they navigate by the moon and the stars, as well
as by sense of smell. Fledglings are more vulnerable at this
time, as they attempt to make their first journey out to sea
where they will spend the better part of three years before
returning to breed. Often, they become disoriented because
of streetlights or collisions and become grounded, making
them prone to predation by dogs, feral cats, and car strikes.
With outstanding community support, SOS can bring in

these birds and rehabilitate them before releasing them back
into the wild. Their team is one of the most dedicated I have
ever had the privilege of working with.You can find them on
Instagram at “saveourshearwaters.”
I look forward to working with everyone in Bosque del
Apache National Wildlife Refuge. I hope that by the
end of my term in November, I will have successfully
photographed the jumping mouse, as well as gotten a better
grasp on their population size. It is a privilege to be a part
of the conservation story being written here at Bosque del
Apache, and I am excited to write my chapter.

Shayla March
Welcome to Shayla March, who started on May 23 as a new
Biological Invasive Species Specialist at Bosque del Apache.
Here is a little about Shayla in her own words.
I grew up in Kuna, Idaho. I attained my associate’s degree in
natural resources from the College of Southern Idaho, Twin
Falls, and my bachelor’s degree in environmental studies
from Boise State University. My work experience includes
seasons in recreation, fisheries, a few years in wildland fire
and fuels, wildlife habitat, wildlife nutrition, and wildlife
health/forensics.
I’m a bit of a birder, so this refuge feels like paradise. I’m
excited to explore New Mexico with my dog, Koda. I hear
there are some really cool spots to go camping, hiking,
and mountain biking! I’m excited to live in the Land of
Enchantment with Koda, two cats, some chickens and a
plethora of house plants.

Abby Bourne
I am a biology intern here at Bosque del Apache for the
summer. With the other biology interns, I am surveying
the yellow-billed cuckoo and the southwestern willow
flycatcher, which are endangered species. I am from Bunker
Hill, Indiana, and I just finished my junior year at Ball State
University in Muncie, Indiana. I am majoring in biology
with concentrations in zoology and in wildlife biology and
conservation. This internship is an amazing opportunity
for me to learn more about the native wildlife here (which
is completely different from home)! As an intern, I will also
be helping with the New Mexico meadow jumping mouse
surveys, small mammal trapping, invasive species removal,
and the signage project. I am excited to be here and get to
know everyone and this beautiful refuge! I have already
learned so much with the beginning of our flycatcher
surveys, and I know this will be such valuable experience
for my future career in wildlife biology research.

Emma Watson
I grew up near Cincinnati, Ohio, and am a rising junior
at Ohio University majoring in wildlife and conservation
biology. This is my first time in the state of New Mexico, and
I am beyond excited to explore the unique landscape and
ecology found on the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife
Refuge. Throughout the course of this internship, we will be
conducting surveys for the southwestern willow flycatcher
and yellow-billed cuckoo. We will also have opportunities
to work on other projects around the refuge, including New
Mexico meadow jumping mouse surveys, small mammal
trapping, invasive species removal, and herbicide spraying. I
am looking forward to spending my summer on the refuge
as a biology intern, contributing to important conservation
efforts while gaining skills and experience that I will carry
into my future career. I would like to thank the refuge staff
for their wonderful support and the Friends of Bosque del
Apache for providing this valuable opportunity.

Joel Gilb
I am from Sahuarita, Arizona. I just graduated this past May
from New Mexico State University in Las Cruces with a
major in fish,wildlife, and conservation ecology and a minor
in biology. I plan to return there in the fall for a master’s
program in the Agriculture and Extension Education
Department, where I hope to get teaching certification.
My greatest passions are birds and birding, with most of
my free time being spent chasing after rare birds across
New Mexico. I also love working with the public and
educating people about the natural world. After I attain
my master’s degree, I hope to pursue a career in visitor
services/interpretation with agencies such as the US Fish &
Wildlife Service. I am returning for my third consecutive
summer on the refuge as a visitor services intern, where I
will be assisting with Visitor Center operations, educational
material creation, designing and illustrating interpretive
signage, and conducting breeding bird surveys on refuge
trails, among other duties. I would like to thank Friends
of Bosque del Apache NWR as well as the refuge staff for
providing me with this wonderful opportunity to spend
another summer on the refuge team!
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John Anglin
Currently, I am working towards a bachelor’s in biology at
Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago. Originally from
Amityville, New York (yes, that one! Yikes!), I’ve been lucky
enough to live and work in many places in this beautiful
country of ours. From forestry work in New Mexico to
tour guiding in Montana, I have been on an incredible
journey, and I am privileged to spend this next chapter
studying wildlife management at Bosque del Apache. My
main interests are in animal social behavior and cognition,
but I am generally fascinated by nature. Additionally, I’m
interested in philosophy of science and enjoy discussions on
how subtleties in methods, epistemology, and experimental
design determine the kinds of conclusions we can reach.
I intend to make the most out of my time here and am
tremendously grateful for the opportunity. Thanks for
reading! If anyone out there wants to go birding, I’m game
(pun intended)!

Karly Tellier
I am originally from San Diego, California, but my passion
for wildlife and their natural environment drew me to
Gunnison, Colorado, where I attend Western Colorado
University. I am a senior studying wildlife biology and
conservation with a minor in data analytics. During my
internship at Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge,
I will be conducting surveys for two wetland bird species,
the southwestern willow flycatcher and the yellow-billed
cuckoo. We will also be helping remove invasive species,
such as the American bullfrog, from the refuge in order to
preserve the habitat of endangered species, such as the New
Mexico meadow jumping mouse. I am excited to be able to
work in and help preserve an ecosystem that is currently
dwindling, the refuge wetlands. The opportunity of working
directly with endangered species will provide me with
needed experience for my future career and my graduate
program. I would like to thank the staff and volunteers at
Bosque del Apache for being so welcoming and helpful
toward all for the interns this summer and supporting us
while we enhance our skillsets.
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Kristen Hutz
I am entering my senior year at Stony Brook University
located on Long Island, New York, where I am majoring in
environmental studies. My appreciation for the outdoors
stems from growing up in Montana in a small town at the
foot of the Rocky Mountains. This summer I am working
as the sign project intern at Bosque del Apache, where I
map, inventory, and install signs all across the refuge. I
am also working with the biology interns in conducting
endangered species surveys, including the southwestern
willow flycatcher and yellow-billed cuckoo. As I write
this introduction, we are in our first week of flycatcher
surveys, which have proved to be very successful, and it is
tremendous fun to be able to work out in the field. Thank
you to the Bosque del Apache team for awarding me this
opportunity to gain experience in conservation work. I am
excited for the busy summer ahead of me in this beautiful
location.

Sarah Lampley
I am from Shelby, North Carolina, a lovely little town in the
foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. I am a rising senior
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill pursuing
a double major in biology (B.S.) and environmental science
(B.S.). This summer I will be working under Amanda
Walker to assist in Visitor Center operations, including
interacting with visitors on the phone and roving around
the refuge. I will also be shadowing refuge biologists Jeff
Sanchez and Dylan Wilder, and the biology interns to learn
about the various projects they are working on around the
refuge. Using interpretive methods, I will develop articles
and social media posts to convey this work to the public.
My goal is to provide insight into the various management
techniques used on the refuge for both long-time visitors
of the refuge and those who have never been to Bosque
del Apache. I am incredibly excited about the opportunity
to work at Bosque del Apache this summer, and I know
that the connections, skills, and lessons I will learn and
cultivate here will be invaluable to my future personal and
professional goals. I would like to thank Friends of Bosque
del Apache for their generous sponsorship of all of the
interns this summer, and I know we will do our best to
uplift the refuge that we all so passionately love and support.
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Artists Giving Back
Several artists in our Friends community have run benefits,
donated their work for us to sell, run birthday fundraisers
on Facebook, or saved us money by doing wonderful
educational videos for our use. One such artist is former
refuge manager and artist, Phil Norton, who has donated
over $3000 worth of his wood turned bowls for sale in our
Nature Store. Let’s learn a bit more about Phil.

Phil Norton: Still Eradicating Salt Cedar by
Turning it into Exquisite Bowls

From 1986-2000,
Phil Norton was the
refuge manager of
Bosque del Apache
National Wildlife
Refuge. During his
tenure, he found salt
cedar (also known as tamarisk) to be a “worthy opponent” –
an invasive, non-native, water intensive plant that the refuge
has now fought to eradicate for decades. It’s quite a twist
that Phil now spends his time crafting exquisite bowls from
its wood.
Raised on a farm in northern Texas, Phil was born into
a family of cotton farmers. He loved the outdoors, but
couldn’t imagine farming fulltime. Luckily, his father
agreed with Phil’s decision to leave for Texas Tech, where
he studied range management. Increasingly attracted to
wildlife management as a career, Phil shifted his major
and became the first graduate of Texas Tech’s Wildlife
Management program. Soon after graduating, he took a job
with US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), which would

employ him for the next thirty-six years. Phil worked across
thirty-four states, including four years in Washington, DC,
and held a variety of mainly supervisory positions. I asked
what brought him to Bosque del Apache. Phil shared that,
as a hands-on person, he was tired of sitting at a desk in
Washington DC and dealing with politics, commuting, and
being in crowds. When he first visited our refuge, he was
appalled at its state of disrepair, but he saw its enormous
potential. So, he requested a transfer, taking a downgrade in
position, so that he could get back in the field, work with his
hands again, and make a visible difference. Because our area
USFWS Regional Office was invested in making Bosque del
Apache a showplace, they gave Phil a “fairly long leash.” Phil
loved building a strong, diverse workforce team, and loved
the wonderful work environment he enjoyed at Bosque del
Apache for fourteen years. He enjoyed working with many
talented staff and being at the edge of his comfort zone as
they worked together to reshape the refuge. Believing it
was important, he worked hard to connect the refuge to the
surrounding community and was instrumental, along with
a handful of volunteers, in creating the Friends organization
(founded in 1993) to support the refuge’s mission.
In 2000, Phil was eligible to retire but decided to take a
three-year stint as the manager of Klamath Basin National
Wildlife Refuge Complex before doing so. He then
returned to Socorro where he met Phoebe Wood, his
partner now for the past eighteen years. He joined her in
her business at Casa Blanca Bed and Breakfast (B&B) in San
Antonio, and quickly began building walls, landscaping,
and doing all kinds of projects that required “manual labor.”
Phil says that he has always enjoyed working with his hands
and the B&B gave him ample opportunity. At Casa Blanca,
he has a separate workshop where he turns wood vessels.
He first discovered
his love for turning
wood in high school
and has since taken
several courses in
wood turning – he
found that it was a
great artistic niche
and stress reliever
for him (Phil also
works with stained
glass and has been
doing more of that
of late as well).
Phil collects much
of his own wood
and processes it to
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“turn it into something beautiful.” Pre-pandemic, Phil was
selling about eighty bowls a year to Casa Blanca B&B guests
and was a featured artist in two regional galleries. He also
regularly donates his bowls to a few chosen non-profits like
Friends of Bosque del Apache. While he has used over fifty
kinds of hardwoods in producing his bowls, salt cedar is
his favorite. With a grin Phil says, “It’s gratifying to use salt
cedar for something good after spending so much of my
USFWS career trying to get rid of it.”
Besides enjoying his work at the B&B and creating in his
workshop, Phil loves to travel, meet people, volunteer, and
be exposed to new experiences and cultures. Phil and
Phoebe have made several trips to help with Habitat for
Humanity building projects in Mongolia, Trinidad and
Tobago, Thailand, and Romania; they’ve also participated
in volunteer projects to build trails with Sierra Club and the
American Hiking Society. In the coming year, Phil turns
eighty and he has big plans – a trip on the Cajun Bayou
Food Trail with two friends this autumn (he loves to cook),
followed by a trip to Antarctica early in 2022.
The next time you are in the Nature Store at the refuge,
spend some time looking at Phil’s marvelous wood bowls.

Remember the special and deep connection that this
talented artist has to Bosque del Apache National Wildlife
Refuge. Perhaps even purchase a piece of Phil’s art and help
him in his continued quest to rid the refuge of salt cedar
“one bowl at a time.”
- Deb Caldwell, Executive Director, Friends of Bosque del Apache

Bringing Bosque del Apache to Socorro
Public Library’s Summer Programming
Kids and adults alike learned quite a bit about Bosque del
Apache National Wildlife Refuge at the Socorro Public
Library Summer Reading Program on Thursday, June 17th.
Refuge biologists Jeff Sanchez and Dylan Wilder showed
us many interesting items, such as skulls, live traps used for
research, and live specimens. We learned how the refuge,
which was established
for waterfowl, serves as
an important umbrella
of protection for many
other animals that
benefit from the refuge’s
management goals.
The kids were especially
thrilled to be able to
touch a bull snake, an
ornate box turtle, and
American bullfrog
tadpoles. They were
able to watch how
American bullfrogs and
various toad species hop differently, and they learned the
key differences between toads and frogs. The kids also had
an opportunity to view several unique lizard species, learn

about crayfish and their importance to the ecosystem, and
be part of a duck capture demonstration.

We are excited to have this event every year during our
summer reading program to teach future generations about
the treasure we have at Bosque del Apache.
- Kathy Spring,Youth Service Librarian at Socorro Public Library

Bosque del Apache: Extraordinary Every Day!
Why, for many, do the days race by as they grow older? I believe it is a hypnosis of repetition, of seeing the
same view, driving the same route, sitting at the same desk so many times they don’t even notice them anymore.
How can you escape that rut of being comfortably numb?

Bosque del Apache is the prescription. It stimulates your senses with something amazing at
every turn. You can’t stay numb to its rich and
remarkable experiences.

Bird photography helps me remember to “stay
focused.” It is fun to find all the subjects, play
with the gear, magnify vivid colors, and capture
a memory I can share. Often it simply is seeing
the familiar in a new light, like this blue grosbeak at dawn.
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Another thrill is seeing that new
species for the first time. I added this
Bell’s vireo to my Life List along the
Elmendorf Trail this Spring.

Sometimes it is the unusual, like
coming face to face with a blackcrowned night heron up in a tree
along the South Loop.
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Beyond the unusual is the unbelievable.
Who would expect a long-billed
dowitcher was even a thing?

Whether you visit every day or once
in a lifetime, you will discover new
opportunities to enjoy. I was lucky
enough to be at the refuge the day that
a flock of American white pelicans
splashed in the boardwalk pond.
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In spring, peregrine falcons return to
Bosque del Apache’s high canyons. I
am told one pair has nested there for
many years.

In May 2021, my wife Tessa and I hiked
to see the nest and saw Papa falcon
offering a meal to the three chicks.
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I visited again the weekend of June 11,
2021 and saw that one of the chicks
had left the nest. They grow so fast.
With traces of baby feathers still clinging in places, it stretched its wings and
knocked stones from the ledge down
the cliff face as it climbed between
ledges.

Another highlight of this last visit was
a Swainson’s hawk. For several afternoons, it perched in an old tree near
the north end of the refuge.
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Bosque del Apache will teach you to
pay attention to the little details. And
you must take that awareness home
with you. Then no matter how many
times you’ve ordered that favorite
breakfast burrito, you will taste every
bite as if you’ve never had it before.
Bosque del Apache will remind you to
savor the flavor.

L. Jonathan Dowell, Ph.D. has visited
Bosque del Apache since 1990.
Follow his photographs on
Instagram @SnowyEgretPhotography
and see his prints at Chupadero
Gallery in San Antonio, NM.
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